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The Lao Social Indicator Survey Il (LSIS IlI) was carried out in 2017 by Lao Statistics Bureau (LSB) in collaboration with
Ministry of Health and Ministry of Education and Sport, as part of the Global Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS)
Programme. Technical support was provided by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), with government funding
and financial support of UNICEF and United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), European Union (EU), Luxembourg
Government, United States Agency for International (USAID), Swiss Development Cooperation (SDC), World Food
Programme (WFP), and United Nations Development Programmes (UNDP), World Health Organisation (WHO) and
Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA). USAID provided technical support for the data collection and
analysis on anaemia.

The Global MICS Programme was developed by UNICEF in the 1990s as an international multi-purpose household
survey programme to support countries in collecting internationally comparable data on a wide range of indicators on
the situation of children and women. MICS surveys measure key indicators that allow countries to generate data for use
in policies, programmes, and national development plans, and to monitor progress towards the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and other internationally agreed upon commitments. The LSIS Il presents up-to date
information for assessing the situation of children, women and men as well as to provide data for monitoring progress
towards existing strategies and action plans including the 8th National Socio-Economic Development Plan (NSEDP)
2016-2020, update the status of the provincial social development indicators and track the graduation of the country
from the category of Least Developed Country by 2020.

The objective of this report is to facilitate the timely dissemination and use of results from the LSIS Il. The report
contains detailed information on the methodology of the survey, and tables following MICS standard and templates.

For more information on the Global MICS Programme, please go to mics.unicef.org.

Suggested citation:
Lao Statistics Bureau. 2018. Lao Social Indicator Survey Il 2017, Survey Findings Report. Vientiane, Lao PDR: Lao
Statistics Bureau and UNICEF.



Summary table of survey implementation and the survey population,
Lao Social Indicator Survey Il, 2017

Survey sample and implementation ‘

Sample frame

- Updated

2015 Population and Housing
Census

December, 2016 to February,

Questionnaires

Household

Women (age 15-49)
Men (age 15-49)
Children under five

2017 Children age 5-17
Water Quality Testing

Interviewer training June, 2017 | Fieldwork July-November, 2017
Survey sample
Households Children under five
- Sampled 23,299 | - Eligible 11, 812
- Occupied 22,443 | - Mothers/caretakers interviewed 11,720
- Interviewed 22,287 | - Response rate (Per cent) 99.2
- Response rate (Per cent) 99.3
Women (age 15-49) Children age 5-17
- Eligible for interviews 26,103 | - Eligible 15, 494
- Interviewed 25,305 | - Mothers/caretakers interviewed 15, 435
- Response rate (Per cent) 96.9 | - Response rate (Per cent) 99.6
Men (age 15-49) Water Quality Testing
- Eligible for interviews 12,694 | - Eligible 3,495
- Interviewed 12,017 | - Interviewed 3, 346
- Response rate (Per cent) 94.7 | - Response rate (Per cent) 95.7

Survey population

Average household size

- Age5
- Age 18

4.7

Percentage of population under:

10.8
394

Percentage of women age 15-49 years with at
least one live birth in the last 2 years

16.7

Percentage of population living in
- Urban areas
- Rural areas
- Rural with road
- Rural without road

324
67.6
86.0
14.0
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Foreword

The Lao Social Indicator Survey (LSIS) Il conducted in 2016-2017 is a nation-wide household based survey
with a sample size of 23,400, covering all 18 provinces. It aims to generate data at provincial level
disaggregated by age, residence, sex, wealth quantile and ethnic groups.

LSIS Il followed the Sixth global round of the Multiple Cluster Indicator Survey programme (MICS6) platform
and modules focusing to generate the new data requirements of the SDGs. LSIS Il includes 6 questionnaires:
1 for household including salt testing; 1 for women 15-49 years of age; 1 for men 15-49 years of age; 1 for
children 5-17 years of age; 1 for children under five (administered to their mothers or care takers) including
anthropometry; and 1 for water quality testing of source and household drinking water. The specific add-on
guestionnaires of abortion have been included in the women questionnaires as well as anemia testing for
children 6 to 59 months and women 15-49 years.

LSIS Il provides up-to-date information needed for the selection of data on key social development indicators
to monitor the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) especially key inputs for the ongoing Voluntary
National Report on SDG, 2018. This will provide a baseline for the 8th National Socio-Economic
Development Plan (NSEDP) and provincial development plans including the inputs for upcoming Mid-Term
Review of the 8th NSEDP, and support the country’s graduation from Least Developed Country by 2020.

On this occasion, on behalf of the Lao Government and, in particular, the Steering Committee, | would like to
express my sincere thanks to all government agencies, international organizations for their valuable support
to the conduct of the LSIS Il. We hope this report will serve as a useful source of information and data for
evidence based planning policies, decision-making and in-depth research and also hope that it will be
contribution of ideas and suggestion of feedback to further improve in the next survey and to provide
appropriate needs of orientations for decision making and policy planning and to serve for user’s need of
using data both inside and outside of the country.

Dr. Samaychan Boupha
Vice Minister, Head of Lao Statistics Bureau

Ministry of Planning and Investment
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l. Introduction

Background

The Lao Social Indicator Survey (LSIS) Il provides a set of single national figure on social indicators. It
combines the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) and the Demographic and Health Survey
modules to maximise government resources for a nationally representative sample survey. LSIS Il
follows the first LSIS | survey which was carried out in 2011-12 jointly by the Ministry of Health
(MoH) and the Lao Statistics Bureau (LSB) of the Ministry of Planning and Investment in
collaboration with other line ministries. The LSIS | provided baseline data for the 7th National Socio-
Economic Development Plan (NSEDP) and the Millennium Development Goals.

The financial and technical support for LSIS Il was provided by the Government of Lao PDR, the
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Global MICS Team, United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA), European Union (EU), Luxembourg Government, United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), Swiss Development Cooperation (SDC), World Food Programme (WFP), World
Health Organization (WHO) and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).

Survey Objectives
The LSISII 2017 of Lao PDR has as its primary objectives:

e To provide up-to-date information that will assist with the selection of data on key social
development indicators to support the monitoring of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs);

e To establish a baseline for national development plans and priorities including the 8th
National Socio-Economic Development Plan (NSEDP), provincial core social development
indicators data, as well as supporting the data for Least Developed Country Graduation;

e To produce a range of population and social indicators that are statistically sound and based
on internationally comparable methodology and best practices; and

e To continue reinforcing coordination mechanisms on supporting and strengthening social
statistics in Lao PDR and making use of its findings to formulate and advocate for policies,
programme formulation and monitoring.
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2 SURVEY METHODOLOGY

This chapter provides a brief description of the survey methodology. It provides information on the sample design and
other steps of the survey implementation from questionnaires, ethical protocol, data processing, training, fieldwork

implementation, data quality measures, analysis and data sharing.

How to read tables

The tables in this report present data collected through the LSIS II, 2017, intuitively easy to understand. However, the
reader should be aware of the following:

Values in parenthesis indicate that the percentage or proportion is based on 25-49 unweighted cases and should be
treated with caution. An asterisk in table cells indicate that the percentage or proportion has been suppressed because
it is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases while a dash denotes shown no unweighted cases.

2.1 SAMPLE DESIGN

The sample for the Lao Social Indicator Survey, 2017 was designed to provide estimates for a large number of indicators
on the situation of children and women at the national level, for urban and rural areas, including rural with roads and
rural without roads, for three regions including: North, Central and South and 18 provinces including: Vientiane Capital,
Phongsaly, Luangnamtha, Oudomxay, Bokeo, Luangprabang, Huaphanh, Xayabury, Xiengkhuang, Vientinae,
Borikhamxay, Khammuane, Savannakhet, Saravane, Sekong, Champasack, Attapeu and Xaysomboun . The urban and
rural areas within each province were identified as the main sampling strata and the sample of households was selected
in two stages. Within each stratum, a specified number of census enumeration areas were selected systematically with
probability proportional to size. After a household listing was carried out within the selected enumeration areas, a
systematic sample of 20 households was drawn from each sample enumeration area. Five out of the 1,170 selected
enumeration areas were not visited because of the reasons listed below:

- Clusters inaccessible due to extremely poor road conditions requiring long time for travel;
- After the listing exercise, households moved out due to infrastructure development project;
- Merging of village to neighbouring villages during the fieldwork period.

The LSIS Il sample is not self-weighting and for reporting survey results, sample weights are used. A more detailed
description of the sample design and computation of sample weights can be found in Appendix A: Sample Design.

2.2 QUESTIONNAIRES

Six questionnaires were used in the survey: 1) a household questionnaire which was used to collect basic demographic
information on all de jure household members (usual residents), the household, and the dwelling; 2) a water quality
testing questionnaire administered in three households in each cluster of the sample; 3) a questionnaire for individual
women administered in each household to all women age 15-49 years; 4) a questionnaire for individual men
administered in every second household to all men age 15-49 years; 5) an under-5 questionnaire, administered to
mothers (or caretakers) of all children under 5 living in the household; and 6) a questionnaire for children age 5-17
years, administered to the mother (or caretaker) of one randomly selected child age 5-17 years living in the household.
Questionnaires to capture anthropometry measurements among children under 5 years and to record anaemia test
results for children under 5 years and women age 15-19 years also form part of the LSIS Il questionnaires. The LSIS Il
2017 included the following modules:



Household Questionnaire Questionnaire for Individual

Women / Men

List of Household Members Woman'’s Background ™! Child’s Background

Education Mass Media and ICT ™ Child Labour

Household Characteristics Fertility ™Birth History Child Discipline

Social Transfers Desire for Last Birth Child Functioning

Household Energy Use Maternal and Newborn Health Parental Involvement

Insecticide Treated Nets Post-natal Health Checks

VHV:r:z\rNaar;c:li:;mtatlon Ssnmt:c'\clegzg " Questionnaire for Children
Salt lodisation Emtitudes Toward Domestic Violence Under 5

Marriage/Union M

Sexual Behaviour ™ Under-Five’s Background
HIV/AIDS ™M Birth Registration

Tobacco and Alcohol Use ™ Early Childhood Development
Anaemia Child Discipline

Breastfeeding and Dietary Intake
Immunisation

™M The individual Questionnaire for Men Care of lliness
only included those modules indicated. Anthropometry
Anaemia

The LSIS Il questionnaires were based on the MICS6 model questionnairel. From the MICS6 model English version, the
questionnaires were customised and translated into Lao language and were pre-tested in Vientiane Capital and
Vientiane Province during January. Based on the results of the pre-test, modifications were made to the wording and
translation of the questionnaires. A copy of the LSIS I, 2017 questionnaires is provided in Appendix E.

In addition to the administration of questionnaires, fiel[dwork teams tested the salt used for cooking in the households
for iodine content, observed the place for handwashing, and measured the weights and heights of children age under 5
years, as well as tested household and source water for E. coli levels. A separate test for Anaemia levels was performed
for children age 6-59 months and women age 15-49 years in every second household. Details and findings of these
observations and measurements are provided in the respective sections of this report.

2.3 ETHICAL PROTOCOL

The survey protocol was approved by Lao Statistics Bureau (LSB) in May 2016. The protocol included a Protection
Protocol which outlines the potential risks during the life cycle of the survey and management strategies to mitigate
these.

Verbal consent was obtained for each respondent participating and, for children age 15-17 years individually
interviewed, adult consent was obtained in advance of the child’s assent. All respondents were informed of the
voluntary nature of participation and the confidentiality and anonymity of information. Additionally, respondents were
informed of their right to refuse answering all or particular questions, as well as to stop the interview at any time.

Additionally, the adult consent for Anaemia testing was obtained for children under 5 years. An Anaemia brochure was
compiled in advance which was distributed to the participants during the fieldwork. The results of Anaemia test were

' The model MICS6 questionnaires can be found at http://mics.unicef.org/tools#survey-design.




shared with respondents who were informed on their deficiency level of haemoglobin. In cases of severe levels of
deficiencies identified (less than 7.0 g/dl), a letter for referral to medical facility was issued.

2.4 DATA PROCESSING

The data collection application was based on the CSPro (Census and Survey Processing System) software, Version 6.3,
including a MICS dedicated data management platform. Procedures and standard programs2 developed under the
global MICS programme and adapted to the LSIS I, 2017 questionnaire were used throughout. The CAPI application was
tested in Vientiane Capital and Vientiane Province during January. Based on the results of the CAPI-test, modifications
were made to the questionnaires and application.

2.5 TRAINING

Training for the fieldwork was conducted for 31 days during June and July, 2017. Training included lectures on
interviewing techniques and the contents of the questionnaires, and mock interviews between trainees to gain practice
in asking questions. Participants first completed full training on paper questionnaires, followed by training on the CAPI
application. The trainees spent three days in field practise and one day on a full pilot survey in Vientiane province. The
training agenda was based on the standard MICS6 training agenda.3

Measurers received dedicated training on anthropometric measurements and water quality testing for a total of 9 days,
including three days in field practise and pilot survey.

Field Supervisors attended additional training on the duties of team supervision and responsibilities.

2.6 FIELDWORK

The data were collected by 25 teams; each was comprised of four interviewers, one driver, two measurers and a
supervisor. Fieldwork began in July, 2017 and concluded in November, 2017.

Data was collected using tablet computers running the Windows 10 operating system, utilising a Bluetooth data
transfer application for field operations, enabling transfer of assignments and completed questionnaires between
supervisor’s and interviewer’s tablets.

2.7 FIELDWORK QUALITY CONTROL MEASURES

Team supervisors were responsible for daily monitoring of the fieldwork. Forced re-interviewing was implemented on
one randomly selected household per cluster. Daily observations of interviewer skills and performance was conducted.

During the fieldwork period, each team was visited multiple times by survey management team members and field
visits were arranged for UNICEF MICS Team members.

Throughout the fieldwork, Field check tables (FCTs) were being produced weekly for analysis and action with field
teams. The FCTs were customised versions of the standard tables produced by the MICS Programme.4

2.8 DATA MANAGEMENT, EDITING AND ANALYSIS

Data were received at the LSB via Internet File Streaming System (IFSS) integrated into the management application on
the supervisors’ tablets. The central office communicated application updates through this system to field teams.

’ The standard MICS6 data collection application can be found at http://mics.unicef.org/tools#data-processing.

> The template training agenda can be found at http://mics.unicef.org/tools#tsurvey-design.
* The standard field check tables can be found at http://mics.unicef.org/tools#data-collection




During data collection and following completion of fieldwork, data were edited according to editing process described
in detail in the Guidelines for Secondary Editing, a customised version of the standard MICS6 documentation.’

Data were analysed using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) software, Version 23. Model syntax and
tabulation plans developed by UNICEF were customized and used for this purpose.6

2.9 DATA SHARING

Unique identifiers such as location and names collected during interviews were removed from datasets to ensure
privacy. These anonymised data files are made available on the MICS website’ and can be freely downloaded for
legitimate research purposes. Users are required to submit final research to entities listed in the included readme file,
strictly for information purposes.

Archiving of data and survey tools was done throughout the process of implementation of the survey. Full datasets,
SPSS syntaxes and other corresponding survey documentation have been archived within the LSB and shared with MICS
Global team.

> The standard guidelines can be found at http://mics.unicef.org/tools#data-processing.

® The standard tabulation plan and syntax files can be found at http://mics.unicef.org/tools#analysis.

" The survey datasets can be found at http://mics.unicef.org/surveys
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4 SAMPLE COVERAGE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS

This report is based on the Lao Social Indicator Survey Il (LSIS 11), conducted in 2017 by the Lao Statistics Bureau, which
was implemented based on the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 6 (MICS6) platform. The survey provides statistically
sound and internationally comparable data essential for developing evidence-based policies and programmes, and
monitoring progress toward the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The LSIS Il intends to support the generation of high quality data on children, women and men, contributing to
improved programme quality and accountability of duty bearers and right holders. The findings of the survey are an
important source of information for monitoring the implementation of the 8th National Socio-Economic Development
Plan (NSEDP). They will be extremely useful for the upcoming Mid Term Review, and to support the monitoring of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Voluntary National Review. Moreover, the survey findings will serve to
supplement available administrative data and official statistics.

Lao PDR’s localization of the SDGs from early 2016 laid a firm base for this Voluntary National Review (VNR). Lao PDR
was among the first countries in the world to conduct the localization exercise and integrate SDGs into national
planning. Lao PDR’s national planning process converged with the SDG launch, providing the opportunity to integrate
the SDGs into the Eighth National Socio-Economic Development Plan (NSEDP) 2016-20. By September 2017, the
Government, supported by development partners, had developed a provisional list of SDG indicators adapted to Lao
PDR’s context, and in the process, identified key issues in moving forward with SDGs. Many of these indicators are
expecting to fulfill by the Lao Social Indicator Survey II.

4.1 RESULTS OF INTERVIEWS

Of the 23,299 households selected for the sample, 22,443 were found to be occupied. Of these, 22,287 were
successfully interviewed for a household response rate of 99 percent.

The Water Quality Testing Questionnaire was administered to 3,495 randomly selected households in each cluster. Of
these, 3,346 were successfully tested for household drinking water yielding a response rate of 96 percent. Also, 3,292
were successfully tested for source drinking water quality yielding a response rate of 94 percent.

In the interviewed households, 26,103 women (age 15-49 years) were identified. Of these, 25,305 were successfully
interviewed, yielding a response rate of 97 percent within the interviewed households.

The survey also sampled men (age 15-49), but required only a subsample. All men (age 15-49) were identified in every
other household. 25,994 men (age 15-49 years) were listed in the household questionnaires. Questionnaires were
completed for 12,017 eligible men, which corresponds to a response rate of 95 percent within eligible interviewed
households.

There were 11,812 children under age five listed in the household questionnaires. Questionnaires were completed for
11,720 of these children, which corresponds to a response rate of 99 percent within interviewed households.

Overall response rates of 96, 94, and 99 are calculated for the individual interviews of women, men, and under-5s,
respectively (Table SR. 1.1).



Table SR.1.1: Results of household, women's, men's, under-5's and children age 5-17's interviews

Number of households, women, men, children under 5, and children age 5-17 by interview results, Lao PDR, 2017
Area Region
Rural Rural
with without
Total Urban Rural road road North Central South
Households
Sampled 23,299 7,380 15,919 13,539 2,380 8,699 9,660 4,940
Occupied 22,443 7,065 15,378 13,066 2,312 8,444 9,278 4,721
Interviewed 22,287 7,000 15,287 12,985 2,302 8,416 9,167 4,704
Household completion rate 95.7 94.9 96.0 95.9 96.7 96.7 94.9 95.2
Household response rate 99.3 99.1 99.4 99.4 99.6 99.7 98.8 99.6
Water quality testing ,
Eligible 3,495 1,107 2,388 2,031 357 1,305 1,449 741
Household water quality test
Completed 3,346 1,055 2,291 1,945 346 1,262 1,379 705
Response rate 95.7 95.3 95.9 95.8 96.9 96.7 95.2 95.1
Source water quality test
Completed 3,292 1,044 2,248 1,913 335 1,238 1,372 682
Response rate 94.2 94.3 94.1 94.2 93.8 94.9 94.7 92.0
Women age 15-49 years
Eligible 26,103 8,546 17,557 14,956 2,601 9,469 10,993 5,641
Interviewed 25,305 8,225 17,080 14,525 2,555 9,292 10,544 5,469
Women's response rate 96.9 96.2 97.3 97.1 98.2 98.1 95.9 97.0
Women's overall response rate 96.3 95.4 96.7 96.5 97.8 97.8 94.8 96.6
Men age 15-49 years
Number of men in interviewed households 25,994 8,166 17,828 15,130 2,698 9,732 10,770 5,492
Eligible 12,694 3967 8,727 7413 1,314 4,783 5,259 2,652
Interviewed 12,017 3720 8,297 7020 1,277 4,618 4,882 2,517
Men's response rate 94.7 93.8 95.1 94.7 97.2 96.6 92.8 94.9
Men's overall response rate 94.0 92.9 94.5 94.1 96.8 96.2 91.7 94.6
Children under 5 years
Eligible 11,812 3,153 8,659 7,125 1,534 4,211 4,884 2,717
Mothers/caretakers interviewed 11,720 3,118 8,602 7071 1,531 4,189 4,833 2,698
Under-5's response rate 99.2 98.9 99.3 99.2 99.8 99.5 99.0 99.3
Under-5's overall response rate 98.5 98.0 98.8 98.6 99.4 99.1 97.8 98.9
Children age 5-17 years
E;i:ﬁ;&f:h"dren in interviewed 31,339 7,979 23,360 19,485 3,875 11,126 12,680 7,533
Eligible 15,494 4,450 11,044 9,332 1,712 5,730 6,347 3,417
Mothers/caretakers interviewed 15,435 4,428 11,007 9,301 1,706 5,713 6,311 3,411
Children age 5-17's response rate 99.6 99.5 99.7 99.7 99.6 99.7 99.4 99.8
Children age 5-17's overall response rate 98.9 98.6 99.1 99.0 99.2 99.4 98.2 99.5
(Continued...)
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4.2 HOUSING AND HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS

Tables SR.2.1, SR.2.2, and SR.2.3 provide further details on household level characteristics obtained in the Household
Questionnaire. Most of the information collected on these housing characteristics have been used in the construction
of the wealth index.

Table SR.2.1 presents characteristics of housing, disaggregated by area and region, distributed by whether the dwelling
has electricity, energy used for cooking, internet access, the main materials of the flooring, roof, and exterior walls, as
well as the number of rooms used for sleeping.

Table SR.2.1: Housing characteristics

Percent distribution of households by selected housing characteristics, according to area of residence and regions, Lao PDR, 2017
Area Region
Rural
Rural
Rural with without
Total Urban Rural road road North Central South

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Electricity

Yes, interconnected grid 89.7 99.3 85.1 89.7 56.9 82.2 94.2 90.8

Yes, off-grid 3.9 0.2 5.7 33 20.5 9.6 1.4 0.9

No 6.3 0.5 9.1 6.9 22.6 8.2 4.3 8.3
Energy use for cooking”

Clean fuels and technologies 7.4 17.6 2.5 2.9 0.6 5.5 10.6 2.5

Other fuels 92.3 82.1 97.2 96.9 99.2 94.3 89.0 97.4

No cooking done in the household 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.1
Internet access at home

Yes 1.7 3.7 0.7 0.7 0.3 1.6 2.0 1.1

No 98.2 96.1 99.2 99.2 99.5 98.3 97.9 98.9

Missing/DK 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.0
Main material of flooring

Natural floor 6.3 2.9 7.9 7.3 11.7 13.4 3.7 0.9

Rudimentary floor 36.9 15.4 47.2 44.1 65.8 34.3 259 69.5

Finished floor 56.6 81.6 447 48.3 22.4 51.9 70.2 29.5

Other 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.4 0.2 0.1
Main material of roof

Natural roofing 2.7 0.8 3.6 33 5.7 5.9 1.2 1.4

Rudimentary roofing 0.8 0.1 1.2 1.1 19 1.4 0.7 0.3

Finished roofing 96.3 99.0 95.1 95.5 92.3 92.6 98.0 98.2

Other 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0
Main material of exterior walls

Natural walls 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.7 0.5

Rudimentary walls 15.4 7.0 19.4 18.2 27.0 21.8 125 12.2

Finished walls 83.8 92.2 79.8 81.0 72.4 77.8 86.7 86.4

Other 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.2 1.0
Rooms used for sleeping

1 42.7 29.3 49.1 47.8 57.0 48.2 37.3 473

2 34.1 36.5 32.9 33.7 28.2 32.4 35.7 33.0

3 or more 23.2 34.1 18.0 18.5 14.8 19.4 27.1 19.7
Number of households 22,287 7,214 15,073 12,964 2,109 7,131 10,919 4,237
Mean number of persons per room used for
sleeping 3.0 24 33 3.2 3.7 31 2.8 33
Household members
with access to electricity in the household* 93.0 99.5 90.1 92.7 75.3 91.6 95.0 90.3
Number of household members 104,851 32,178 72,674 61,970 10,704 32,908 51,211 20,732
Continued...
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In Table SR.2.2 households are distributed according to ownership of assets by households and by individual household
members. This also includes ownership of dwelling.

Table SR.2.2: Household and personal assets

Percentage of households by ownership of selected household and personal assets, and percent distribution by ownership of dwelling, according to
area of residence and regions, Lao PDR, 2017
Area Region
Rural
Rural with Rural
Total Urban Rural road without road North ~ Central  South
Percentage of households that own a
Television 79.3 94.1 72.2 75.9 49.4 70.7 85.0 79.0
Refrigerator 65.4 90.1 53.6 58.2 25.4 48.3 76.8 64.7
Fan 71.9 93.1 61.7 65.8 37.0 55.9 83.4 69.0
Water pump 38.8 41.3 37.6 40.7 18.8 11.4 51.9 51.4
Air-conditioner 10.1 25.9 2.5 2.8 0.3 3.6 16.1 5.5
Washing machine 26.4 53.2 13.5 15.1 33 18.3 35.4 16.5
CD/DVD player / Home theatre 30.2 41.2 24.9 26.1 17.6 32.8 32.0 21.0
Iron 333 63.2 19.0 21.0 6.2 18.5 45.3 27.1
Rice cooker / Steamed cooker 54.7 83.2 41.0 44.6 19.2 37.9 68.9 46.3
Percentage of households that own
Agricultural land 72.7 53.6 81.8 81.0 86.5 82.4 63.9 78.8
Farm animals/Livestock 78.3 63.6 85.3 84.7 89.1 81.9 75.8 78.5
Percentage of households where at least one
member owns or has a
Wristwatch 34.0 53.5 24.6 25.9 16.7 28.5 41.2 24.5
Bicycle 35.7 47.3 30.2 32.6 15.5 27.1 43.7 29.5
Motorcycle or scooter 83.7 92.7 79.4 81.0 69.3 78.7 87.2 83.1
Animal-drawn cart 04 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.7 0.7 0.3 04
Car, truck, or van 204 37.5 12.2 13.4 4.8 13.6 27.3 13.7
Boat with a motor 5.4 2.9 6.6 4.9 17.3 4.4 4.0 11.0
Tak Tak 38.3 21.6 46.4 47.9 37.0 28.3 41.0 48.3
Computer or tablet 13.5 31.0 5.2 5.7 1.7 9.3 18.3 8.2
Mobile telephone 90.1 97.5 86.6 88.2 76.7 88.0 92.1 88.6
Bank account 31.9 57.7 19.5 21.0 10.3 27.6 39.0 20.8
Ownership of dwelling
Owned by a household member 98.0 95.7 99.0 98.9 99.6 98.6 97.3 98.4
Not owned 2.0 4.3 1.0 1.1 0.4 1.4 2.7 1.6
Rented 1.0 2.5 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.7 1.4 0.5
Other 1.0 1.8 0.7 0.8 0.3 0.6 1.3 11
Number of households 22,287 7,214 15,073 12,964 2,109 7,131 10,919 4,237
(Continued...)
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Table SR.2.3 shows how the household populations in areas and regions are distributed according to household wealth
quintiles.

Table SR.2.3: Wealth quintiles

Percent distribution of the household population by wealth index quintile, according to area of residence, regions and Province, Lao
PDR, 2017
Wealth index quintile Number of household
Poorest Second Middle Fourth Richest Total members
Total 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 100.0 104,851
Area
Urban 2.1 7.0 149 28.0 48.0 100.0 32,178
Rural 27.9 25.8 22.2 16.5 7.6 100.0 72,674
Rural with road 23.2 26.2 23.6 18.2 8.8 100.0 61,970
Rural without road 55.2 23.1 14.4 6.5 0.8 100.0 10,704
Region
North 29.7 23.5 18.8 16.9 11.2 100.0 32,908
Central 134 15.8 18.2 233 29.3 100.0 51,211
South 20.9 24.8 26.5 16.6 11.1 100.0 20,732
Province
Vientiane Capital 0.3 1.1 7.6 26.4 64.6 100.0 12,633
Phongsaly 56.3 21.1 12.2 6.5 4.0 100.0 3,166
Luangnamtha 23.2 29.8 22.1 15.5 9.4 100.0 2,952
Oudomxay 34.2 30.0 15.0 11.3 9.6 100.0 5,525
Bokeo 17.1 15.6 21.5 26.3 19.5 100.0 3,025
Luangprabang 30.2 21.0 20.9 17.2 10.7 100.0 7,427
Huaphanh 42.1 34.1 13.0 6.3 4.5 100.0 4,697
Xayabury 10.9 14.7 24.4 31.2 18.8 100.0 6,116
Xiengkhuang 16.9 26.1 234 22.1 11.5 100.0 4,314
Vientiane 8.7 16.3 25.0 29.4 20.6 100.0 7,257
Borikhamxay 4.0 14.6 23.0 25.6 32.7 100.0 4,521
Khammuane 14.5 26.5 23.6 19.6 15.8 100.0 6,346
Savannakhet 27.6 19.1 17.1 20.3 15.8 100.0 14,535
Saravane 36.8 30.1 16.2 9.8 7.0 100.0 6,554
Sekong 36.5 36.1 12.7 9.0 5.7 100.0 1,931
Champasack 7.6 18.1 36.9 233 14.2 100.0 10,043
Attapeu 20.9 30.0 22.2 134 135 100.0 2,204
Xaysomboune 22.1 32.6 30.5 10.6 4.2 100.0 1,606

4.3 HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION

Table SR.3.1, as well as Tables SR.5, provide basic information on the households, female respondents age 15-49, male
respondents 15-49, children age 5-17, and children under-5. Both unweighted and weighted numbers are presented.
Such information is essential for the interpretation of findings presented later in the report and provide background
information on the representativeness of the survey sample. The remaining tables in this report are presented only
with weighted numbers."

Table SR.3.1 provides basic background information on the households, including the sex of the household head,
region, area, Province, number of household members, education of household head, and ethno-linguistic group 2 of
the household head are shown in the table. These background characteristics are used in subsequent tables in this
report; the figures in the table are also intended to show the numbers of observations by major categories of analysis in
the report.

The weighted and unweighted total number of households are equal, since sample weights were normalized.® The table
also shows the weighted mean household size estimated by the survey.

" See Appendix A: Sample Design, for more details on sample weights.
% This was determined by asking: To what ethnic group does the household head belong?.
®See Appendix A: Sample Design, for more details on sample weights
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Table SR.3.1: Household composition

Percent and frequency distribution of households by selected characteristics, Lao PDR 2017

Weighted Number of households

percent Weighted Unweighted

Total 100.0 22,287 22,287
Sex of household head
Male 86.1 19,183 19,506
Female 13.9 3,104 2781
Age of household head”
<18 0.1 15 14
18-34 19.4 4,321 4,786
35-64 68.9 15,356 15,099
65-84 11.1 2,472 2,275
85+ 0.6 124 113
Area
Urban 32.4 7,214 7,000
Rural 67.6 15,073 15,287
Rural with road 86.0 12,964 12,985
Rural without road 14.0 2,109 2,302
Region
North 32.0 7,131 8,416
Central 49.0 10,919 9,167
South 19.0 4,237 4,704
Province
Vientiane Capital 13.0 2,906 1,575
Phongsaly 3.2 706 1,045
Luangnamtha 2.8 624 1,071
Oudomxay 5.0 1,122 1,220
Bokeo 2.8 623 1,043
Luangprabang 7.4 1,640 1,445
Huaphanh 4.2 930 1,163
Xayabury 6.7 1,486 1,429
Xiengkhuang 3.8 843 1,115
Vientiane 6.9 1,529 1,414
Borikhamxay 4.3 963 1,132
Khammuane 6.4 1,429 1,356
Savannakhet 13.3 2,969 1,551
Saravane 5.7 1266 1,323
Sekong 1.6 366 1,056
Champasack 9.6 2,151 1,325
Attapeu 2.0 453 1,000
Xaysomboune 1.3 281 1,024
Education of household head
None or ECE 16.0 3,566 3,802
Primary 43.1 9,605 9,631
Lower secondary 19.3 4,300 4,252
Upper secondary 7.2 1,606 1,520
Post secondary / Non tertiary 6.4 1,427 1,358
Higher 7.9 1,752 1,702
DK/Missing 0.1 31 22
Number of household members
1 3.2 709 651
2 8.8 1,959 1,838
3 16.0 3,568 3,456
4 23.1 5,146 5,089
5 19.5 4,345 4,363
6 13.2 2,950 3,020
7+ 16.2 3,610 3,870
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 66.3 14,785 13,028
Mon-Khmer 22.4 4,983 5,726
Hmong-Mien 7.5 1,667 2,309
Chinese-Tibetan 2.8 624 990
Other, DK, Missing 1.0 228 234
Households with™®
At least one child under age 5 years 38.7 8,616 8,888
At least one child age 5-17 years 68.4 15,255 15,494
At least one child age <18 years 80.0 17,819 18,058
At least one woman age 15-49 years 84.3 18,797 19,040
At least one man age 15-49 years 81.1 18,075 18,370
No member age <50 years 5.5 1,230 1,146
No adult (18+ years) member 0.1 13 11
Mean household size 4.7 22,287 22,287

1n all following household level tables, the figures for the category "<18" under "Age of household head"
and the category "no adult (18+) member" under "Household with" will be suppressed because they are
based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases.

® Each proportion presented below is a separate characteristic based on the total number of households.




4.4 AGE STRUCTURE OF HOUSEHOLD POPULATION

The weighted age and sex distribution of the survey population is provided in Table SR.4.1. In the households
successfully interviewed in the survey, a weighted total of 104,851 household members were listed. Of these, 51,918
were males, and 52,933 were females.’

Table SR.4.1: Age distribution of household population by sex

Percent and frequency distribution of the household population by five-year age groups, dependency age groups, and by child (age 0-17 years) and
adult populations (age 18 or more), by sex, Lao PDR, 2017
Males Females Total
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Total 51,918 100.0 52,933 100.0 104,851 100.0
Age
0-4 5,797 11.2 5,490 10.4 11,287 10.8
5-9 6,081 11.7 5,881 111 11,962 11.4
10-14 5,908 114 5,978 11.3 11,886 11.3
15-19 5,095 9.8 4,696 8.9 9,791 9.3
15-17 3,294 6.3 2,881 5.4 6,176 5.9
18-19 1,801 3.5 1,815 3.4 3,615 3.4
20-24 3,825 7.4 4,166 7.9 7,991 7.6
25-29 3,970 7.6 4,142 7.8 8,112 7.7
30-34 3,804 7.3 3,897 7.4 7,701 7.3
35-39 3,385 6.5 3,521 6.7 6,906 6.6
40-44 3,041 5.9 3,128 5.9 6,169 5.9
45-49 2,564 4.9 2,405 4.5 4,969 4.7
50-54 2,515 4.8 3,141 5.9 5,656 5.4
55-59 2,019 3.9 2,061 3.9 4,081 3.9
60-64 1,474 2.8 1,493 2.8 2,968 2.8
65-69 1,023 2.0 1,056 2.0 2,079 2.0
70-74 565 1.1 729 14 1,294 1.2
75-79 435 0.8 542 1.0 976 0.9
80-84 2,18 0.4 320 0.6 538 0.5
85+ 198 0.4 287 0.5 485 0.5
Child and adult populations
Children age 0-17 years 21,080 40.6 20,230 38.2 41,310 39.4
Adults age 18+ years 30,838 59.4 32,703 61.8 63,541 60.6

4.5 RESPONDENTS’ BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS

Tables SR.5.1W, SR.5.1M, SR.5.2, and SR.5.3 provide information on the background characteristics of female and male
respondents 15-49 years of age, children age 5-17 and of children under age 5. In all these tables, the total numbers of
weighted and unweighted observations are equal, since sample weights have been normalized (standardized).51 In
addition to providing useful information on the background characteristics of women, men, children age 5-17, and
children under age five, the tables are also intended to show the numbers of observations in each background category.
These categories are used in the subsequent tabulations of this report.

*The single year age distribution is provided in Table DQ.1.1 in Appendix 4, Data quality tables

5 See Appendix A: Sample Design, for more details on sample weights
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Table SR.5.1W: Women's background characteristics
Percent and frequency distribution of women age 15-49 years by selected background
characteristics, Lao PDR, 2017

Weighted Number of women
percent Weighted Unweighted
Total 100.0 25,305 25,305
Area
Urban 33.6 8,513 8,225
Rural 66.4 16,792 17,080
Rural with road 86.1 14,451 14,525
Rural without road 13.9 2,341 2,555
Region
North 30.8 7,801 9,292
Central 49.9 12,625 10,544
South 19.3 4,879 5,469
Province
Vientiane Capital 13.7 3,473 1,820
Phongsaly 2.8 700 1,059
Luangnamtha 2.7 692 1,177
Oudomxay 5.5 1,402 1,548
Bokeo 2.9 724 1,177
Luangprabang 6.8 1,715 1,512
Huaphanh 4.1 1,045 1,329
Xayabury 6.0 1,523 1,490
Xiengkhuang 4.1 1,034 1,394
Vientiane 6.9 1,743 1,573
Borikhamxay 4.5 1,129 1,350
Khammuane 6.1 1,541 1,419
Savannakhet 13.2 3,351 1,774
Saravane 6.0 1,510 1,586
Sekong 1.7 431 1,247
Champasack 9.5 2,396 1,482
Attapeu 2.1 541 1,154
Xaysomboune 1.4 353 1,214
Age
15-19 18.0 4,565 4,662
15-17 11.0 2,796 2,828
18-19 7.0 1,769 1,834
20-24 15.9 4,024 4,121
25-29 16.0 4,045 4,148
30-34 15.1 3,824 3,869
35-39 13.5 3,418 3,358
40-44 12.2 3,076 2,954
45-49 9.3 2,353 2,193
Education
None or ECE 16.2 4,087 4,480
Primary 353 8,922 9,026
Lower secondary 21.9 5,535 5,484
Upper secondary 13.8 3,482 3,300
Post secondary / Non tertiary 3.5 885 839
Higher 9.5 2,394 2,176
Marital/Union status
Currently married/in union 73.3 18,545 18,882
Widowed 1.3 339 337
Divorced 23 594 546
Separated 0.5 137 119
Never married/in union 22.5 5,691 5,421
Motherhood and recent births
Never gave birth 29.6 7479 7,190
Ever gave birth 70.4 17,826 18,115
Gave birth in last two years 16.7 4231 4,460
No birth in last two years 53.7 13,595 13,655
Health insurance®
With insurance 15.4 3888 3,598
Without insurance 84.6 21,397 21,685
Missing 0.1 20 22
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 65.3 16,522 14,495
Mon-Khmer 22.8 5,779 6,645
Hmong-Mien 8.3 2,109 2,896
Chinese-Tibetan 2.5 628 1,008
Other, DK, Missing 1.1 266 261
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 17.1 4,337 4,882
Second 18.6 4,716 5,443
Middle 194 4,908 5,066
Fourth 21.4 5,414 5,037
Richest 23.4 5,929 4,877

Alnall following women's tables, the figures for the category "Missing/DK" under "Health insurance"
will be suppressed because they are based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases.




Table SR.5.1M: Men's background characteristics

Percent and frequency distribution of men age 15-49 years by selected background
characteristics, Lao PDR, 2017
Weighted Number of men
percent Weighted Unweighted
Total 100.0 12,017 12,017
Area
Urban 31.7 3,808 3,720
Rural 68.3 8,209 8,297
Rural with road 85.9 7,051 7,020
Rural without road 14.1 1,158 1,277
Region
North 32.1 3,858 4,618
Central 49.1 5,906 4,882
South 18.7 2,253 2,517
Province
Vientiane Capital 12.6 1,510 779
Phongsaly 31 369 575
Luangnamtha 2.9 350 579
Oudomxay 5.3 633 714
Bokeo 2.8 337 543
Luangprabang 7.2 861 754
Huaphanh 4.8 575 729
Xayabury 6.1 733 724
Xiengkhuang 4.2 504 684
Vientiane 6.9 830 718
Borikhamxay 4.3 518 616
Khammuane 5.8 692 592
Savannakhet 13.9 1,669 895
Saravane 5.9 704 757
Sekong 1.7 207 609
Champasack 9.2 1,103 683
Attapeu 2.0 240 468
Xaysomboune 1.5 183 598
Age
15-19 20.0 2,405 2,396
15-17 131 1,571 1,563
18-19 6.9 835 833
20-24 14.8 1,773 1,772
25-29 15.1 1,812 1,863
30-34 14.8 1,773 1,811
35-39 13.4 1,612 1,610
40-44 11.7 1,410 1,394
45-49 10.2 1,231 1,171
Education
None or ECE 6.5 783 841
Primary 31.0 3,726 3,816
Lower secondary 29.3 3,519 3,447
Upper secondary 18.0 2,165 2,121
Post secondary / Non tertiary 4.1 487 502
Higher 11.1 1,336 1,290
Marital/Union status”
Currently married/in union 64.6 7,765 7,913
Widowed 0.1 10 11
Divorced 0.9 104 104
Separated 0.2 25 21
Never married/in union 34.2 4,113 3,968
Fatherhood status®
Has at least one living child 59.5 7,147 7,310
Has no living children 40.5 4,866 4,702
Missing/DK 0.0 4 5
Health insurance
With insurance 14.0 1679 1,638
Without insurance 86.0 1,0336 10,376
Missing 0.0 2 3
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 64.4 7,740 6,752
Mon-Khmer 23.1 2,773 3,172
Hmong-Mien 9.0 1,079 1,462
Chinese-Tibetan 2.7 324 525
Other, DK, Missing 0.8 101 106
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 18.2 2,187 2,463
Second 19.8 2,376 2,705
Middle 19.6 2,358 2,421
Fourth 22.3 2,674 2,416
Richest 20.2 2,422 2,012
Alnall following men's tables, the figures for the category "Widowed" and "Divorced' under
"Marital/Union status" and the category "Missing/DK" under "Fatherhood status" and "Health
insurance" will be suppressed because they are based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases.
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Tables SR.5.1W and SR.5.1M provide background characteristics of female and male respondents, age 15-49 years. The
tables include information on the distribution of women and men according to area, region, Province, age, educatione,
marital/union status, motherhood/fatherhood status, health insurance, ethno-linguistic group of the household head,
and wealth index quintiles.7’8

Background characteristics of children age 5-17 and under 5 are presented in Tables SR.5.2 and SR.5.3. These include
the distribution of children by several attributes: sex, area, region, age in months, mother’s (or caretaker’s) education,
respondent type, health insurance, functional difficulties (for age 2-4 only for children under age 5), ethno-linguistic
group of the household head and wealth index quintiles.

Table SR.5.2: Children under 5's background characteristics

Percent and frequency distribution of children under five years of age by selected characteristics, Lao PDR, 2017
Weighted Number of under-5 children
percent Weighted Unweighted
Total 100.0 11,720 11,720
Sex
Male 51.3 6,017 5,963
Female 48.7 5,703 5,757
Area
Urban 27.1 3,179 3,118
Rural 72.9 8,541 8,602
Rural with road 83.4 7,124 7,071
Rural without road 16.6 1,417 1,531
Region
North 31.4 3,684 4,189
Central 47.9 5,610 4,833
South 20.7 2,427 2,698
(Continued...)

6 Throughout this report, unless otherwise stated, “education” refers to highest educational level ever attended by the respondent when it is used as
a background variable.

7 The wealth index is a composite indicator of wealth. To construct the wealth index, principal components analysis is performed by using information
on the ownership of consumer goods, dwelling characteristics, water and sanitation, and other characteristics that are related to the household’s
wealth, to generate weights (factor scores) for each of the items used. First, initial factor scores are calculated for the total sample. Then, separate
factor scores are calculated for households in urban and rural areas. Finally, the urban and rural factor scores are regressed on the initial factor scores
to obtain the combined, final factor scores for the total sample. This is carried out to minimize the urban bias in the wealth index values. Each
household in the total sample is then assigned a wealth score based on the assets owned by that household and on the final factor scores obtained as
described above. The survey household population is then ranked according to the wealth score of the household they are living in, and is finally
divided into 5 equal parts (quintiles) from lowest (poorest) to highest (richest). In LSIS Il, the following assets were used in these calculations: Main
material of dwelling floor, roof and external walls; possession by the household of a fixed telephone line, a radio, a clock, a sofa/wooden settee, a
bed/mattress, electricity, a television, a refrigerator a fan, a water pump, an air-conditioner, a washing machine, a CD/DVD player/home theater, an
iron, a rice cooker/steamed cooker, a watch, a bicycle, a motorcycle or scooter, an animal-drawn cart, a car, truck or van, a boat with a motor, a tak
tak, a computer or a tablet, a mobile phone, internet at home, agriculture land, livestock, herds other farm animals or poultry, a bank account; type
of the cookstove, type of fuel or energy source used for the cookstove and location where the cooking is done; space heating, type of fuel and energy
used for space heating; what is used to light the household; source of drinking water; location of water source; reasons for insufficient quantity of
water; type and location of sanitation facility, sharing of sanitation facilities; place for handwashing and availability of soap. The wealth index is
assumed to capture the underlying long-term wealth through information on the household assets, and is intended to produce a ranking of
households by wealth, from poorest to richest. The wealth index does not provide information on absolute poverty, current income or expenditure
levels. The wealth scores calculated are applicable for only the particular data set they are based on. Further information on the construction of the
wealth index can be found in Filmer, D and Pritchett, L. 2001. Estimating wealth effects without expenditure data — or tears: An application to
educational enrolments in states of India. Demography 38(1): 115-132; Rutstein, SO and Johnson, K. 2004. The DHS Wealth Index. DHS Comparative
Reports No. 6; and Rutstein, SO. 2008. The DHS Wealth Index: Approaches for Rural and Urban Areas. DHS Working Papers No. 60.

& When describing survey results by wealth quintiles, appropriate terminology is used when referring to individual household members, such as for
instance “women in the richest population quintile”, which is used interchangeably with “women in the wealthiest survey population”, “women living
in households in the richest population wealth quintile”, and similar.



Table SR.5.2 (continued): Children under 5's background characteristics

Percent and frequency distribution of children under five years of age by selected characteristics, Lao PDR, 2017

Number of under-5 children

Weighted
percent Weighted Unweighted
Province
Vientiane Capital 10.1 1,181 581
Phongsaly 3.0 346 494
Luangnamtha 2.7 527
Oudomxay 5.9 690 719
Bokeo 3.2 373 556
Luangprabang 7.2 844 719
Huaphanh 4.7 553 662
Xayabury 4.7 556 512
Xiengkhuang 4.8 565 710
Vientiane 6.9 803 713
Borikhamxay 4.5 527 599
Khammuane 5.8 674 615
Savannakhet 13.9 1,625 806
Saravane 7.0 821 821
Sekong 2.2 256 716
Champasack 9.4 1,101 648
Attapeu 2.1 248 513
Xaysomboune 2.0 234 809
Age in months
0-5 9.6 1,129 1,134
6-11 10.2 1,191 1,213
12-23 18.8 2,203 2,215
24-35 20.2 2,372 2,383
36-47 21.8 2,556 2,511
48-59 194 2,270 2,264
Mother’s education™®
None or ECE 21.9 2,565 2,682
Primary 39.1 4,587 4,565
Lower secondary 20.4 2,386 2,400
Upper secondary 7.8 911 869
Post secondary / Non tertiary 3.0 348 337
Higher 7.9 921 866
Missing/DK 0.0 1 1
Respondent to the under-5 questionnaire
Mother 93.2 10,920 11,064
Other primary caretaker 6.8 800 656
Health insurance®
With insurance 13.7 1,602 1,604
Without insurance 86.3 10,109 10,107
Missing 0.1 9 9
Child's functional difficulties (age 2-4 years)“®
Has functional difficulty 2.0 147 220
Has no functional difficulty 98.0 7103 6986
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 56.2 6,585 5,540
Mon-Khmer 25.4 2,981 3,309
Hmong-Mien 14.6 1,707 2,241
Chinese-Tibetan 2.8 330 518
Other, DK, Missing 1.0 117 112
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 25.7 3,017 3,336
Second 21.3 2,493 2,764
Middle 18.7 2,193 2,184
Fourth 17.7 2,074 1,846
Richest 16.6 1,944 1,590

A In this table and throughout the report, mother's education refers to educational attainment of mothers as
well as caretakers of children under 5, who are the respondents to the under-5 questionnaire if the mother is
deceased or is living elsewhere.

lnall following tables about children under 5, the figures for the categories "Missing/DK" under "Mother's
Education" and "Health insurance" will be suppressed because they are based on fewer than 25 unweighted
cases.

“The results of the Child Functioning module are presented in Chapter EQ.1.

PChildren age 0-1 years are excluded, as the child functioning is only collected for age 2-4 years.
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Table SR.5.3: Children age 5-17's background characteristics

Percent and frequency distribution of children age 5-17 by selected characteristics, Lao PDR, 2017

Number of children age 5-17

Weighted percent Weighted Unweighted
Total 100.0 15,435 15,435
Sex
Male 51.0 7,868 7,837
Female 49.0 7,567 7,598
Area
Urban 28.1 4,334 4,428
Rural 71.9 11,101 11,007
Rural with road 85.1 9,445 9,301
Rural without road 14.9 1,655 1,706
Region
North 31.0 4,781 5,713
Central 47.7 7,357 6,311
South 21.4 3,297 3,411
Province
Vientiane Capital 9.0 1,390 913
Phongsaly 3.1 472 678
Luangnamtha 3.0 458 777
Oudomxay 5.4 826 839
Bokeo 2.8 427 701
Luangprabang 7.1 1,102 977
Huaphanh 4.8 738 835
Xayabury 4.9 758 906
Xiengkhuang 4.2 648 786
Vientiane 7.1 1,103 1,012
Borikhamxay 4.2 655 768
Khammuane 6.2 953 886
Savannakhet 15.1 2,323 1,121
Saravane 6.9 1,070 976
Sekong 2.2 347 786
Champasack 9.8 1,518 923
Attapeu 2.3 362 726
Xaysomboune 1.8 284 825
Age
5-9 415 6,401 6,465
10-14 37.0 5,704 5,709
15-17 21.6 3,330 3,261
Mother’s education™®
None or ECE 26.3 4,054 4,274
Primary 43.6 6,730 6,696
Lower secondary 17.0 2,632 2,547
Upper secondary 5.6 865 772
Post secondary / Non tertiary 3.5 547 523
Higher 3.5 537 554
No information 0.4 66 65
Missing/DK 0.0 4 4
Respondent to the children age 5-17 questionnaire
Mother 87.9 13,569 13,706
Other primary caretaker 11.7 1,801 1,664
Emancipated® 0.4 66 65
Health insurance®®
With insurance 11.5 1,583 1,580
Without insurance 88.5 12,228 12,183
Missing 0.0 2 4
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 61.5 9,491 8,403
Mon-Khmer 25.5 3,939 4,307
Hmong-Mien 9.2 1,426 1,889
Chinese-Tibetan 2.9 447 702
Other, DK, Missing 0.9 132 134
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 20.9 3,227 3,453
Second 21.4 3,303 3,592
Middle 20.6 3,187 3,163
Fourth 19.7 3,039 2,838
Richest 17.4 2,678 2,389

A In this table and throughout the report where applicable, mother's education refers to educational attainment of mothers as
well as caretakers of children age 5-17, who are the respondents to the children age 5-17 questionnaire if the mother is
deceased or is living elsewhere. For emancipated children this is the education status of the selected child.

®In all following tables about children age 5-17's, the figures for the categories "Missing/DK" under "Mother's Education" and
"Health insurance" will be suppressed because they are based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases.

“Children age 15-17 years were considered emancipated and individually interviewed if not living with his/her mother and the
respondent to the Household Questionnaire indicated that the child does not have a primary caretaker

PExcludes children who attended Early childhood education during the previous school year, due to a technical oversight during
data collection.




4.6 LITERACY

The literacy rate reflects the outcomes of primary education over the previous 30-40 years. As a measure of the
effectiveness of the primary education system, it is often seen as a proxy measure of social progress and economic
achievement. In LSIS Il, literacy is assessed on the ability of the respondent to read a short simple statement or based
on school attendance.

Tables SR.6.1W and SR.6.1M show the survey findings for the total number of interviewed women and men,
respectively. The Youth Literacy Rate, MICS Indicator SR.2, is calculated for women and men age 15-24 years and
presented in the Age disaggregate in the two tables.

Note that those who have ever attended lower secondary or higher education are immediately classified as literate,
due to their education level and are therefore not asked to read the statement. All others who successfully read the
statement are also classified as literate. The tables are designed as full distributions of the survey respondents, by level
of education ever attended. The total percentage literate presented in the final column is the sum of literate individuals
among those with 1) Early Childhood Education (ECE) or no education, 2) primary education.
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‘ Table SR.6.1W: Literacy (women)

Percent distribution of women age 15-49 years by highest level of school attended and literacy, and the total percentage literate, Lao PDR, 2017
Percent distribution of highest level attended and literacy
Lower
None or ECE Primary secondary
or higher® Higher Total Number of
percentage women age
Literate llliterate Literate  llliterate Literate Literate  Total literate® 15-49 years
Total 0.1 16.0 14.1 211 39.1 9.5 100.0 62.9 25,305
Area
Urban 0.2 5.1 115 10.3 51.8 21.1 100.0 84.6 8,513
Rural 0.1 215 15.5 26.6 32.7 3.6 100.0 51.9 16,792
Rural with road 0.1 20.4 15.7 253 34.7 3.9 100.0 54.3 14,451
Rural without
road 01 287 14.3 34.4 20.7 1.8 100.0 36.8 2,341
Region
North 0.1 20.2 13.3 24.7 34.6 7.1 100.0 55.1 7,801
Central 0.2 13.0 12.9 17.5 44.4 12.0 100.0 69.5 12,625
South 0.1 17.2 18.7 24.7 32.6 6.7 100.0 58.1 4,879
Province
Vientiane Capital 0.1 1.3 15.1 6.6 53.9 23.1 100.0 92.2 3,473
Phongsaly 0.0 27.9 7.2 26.2 29.3 9.3 100.0 45.8 700
Luangnamtha 0.1 32.6 13.0 17.3 31.1 5.9 100.0 50.1 692
Oudomxay 0.0 22.9 11.0 25.0 329 8.3 100.0 52.1 1,402
Bokeo 0.3 22.7 16.2 19.0 33.8 8.0 100.0 58.3 724
Luangprabang 0.1 19.7 10.7 28.9 335 7.1 100.0 51.4 1,715
Huaphanh 0.0 22.8 7.0 32.4 32.6 5.1 100.0 44.8 1,045
Xayabury 0.3 6.0 24.2 19.6 43.3 6.6 100.0 743 1,523
Xiengkhuang 0.5 11.5 12.0 17.6 47.9 10.5  100.0 70.9 1,034
Vientiane 0.1 10.5 14.5 21.4 47.6 5.9 100.0 68.1 1,743
Borikhamxay 0.1 8.2 11.0 22.7 48.3 9.7 100.0 69.0 1,129
Khammuane 0.0 17.0 8.6 30.2 34.8 9.3 100.0 52.8 1,541
Savannakhet 0.3 25.9 13.8 18.2 35.2 6.7 100.0 55.9 3,351
Saravane 0.1 26.0 15.2 29.3 233 6.2 100.0 44.7 1,510
Sekong 0.5 26.3 15.4 20.7 31.2 5.8 100.0 53.0 431
Champasack 0.1 10.7 21.9 2255 37.8 7.1 100.0 66.8 2,396
Attapeu 0.2 14.5 16.9 245 36.3 7.6 100.0 61.0 541
Xaysomboune 0.1 18.8 3.8 28.1 44.2 5.1 100.0 53.1 353
Age
15-24" 0.1 8.2 9.4 15.3 55.9 11.1  100.0 76.5 8,590
15-19 0.1 6.6 7.2 12.7 69.4 4.0 100.0 80.7 4,565
15-17 0.1 53 6.9 11.5 76.1 0.2 100.0 83.2 2,796
18-19 0.1 8.5 7.8 14.6 58.8 10.1 100.0 76.8 1,769
20-24 0.1 10.0 11.8 18.2 40.6 19.2  100.0 71.7 4,024
25-34 0.2 16.5 16.3 21.6 31.5 13.9 100.0 61.9 7,869
35-49 0.2 232 16.8 26.3 29.6 3.9 100.0 50.5 8,847
Ethno-linguistic group
of household head
Lao-Tai 0.1 6.5 16.8 17.8 46.0 12.9 100.0 75.7 16,522
Mon-Khmer 0.2 321 11.4 29.6 24.3 2.3 100.0 38.3 5,779
Hmong-Mien 0.5 374 4.7 22.7 32.0 2.6 100.0 39.9 2,109
Chinese-Tibetan 0.0 44.1 5.4 20.5 22.2 7.8 100.0 35.4 628
Other, DK, Missing 0.6 23.7 7.4 29.6 32.2 6.5 100.0 46.6 266
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 0.2 46.2 8.3 31.7 13.4 0.3 100.0 22.1 4,337
Second 0.3 25.0 14.7 31.7 27.1 1.2 100.0 43.3 4,716
Middle 0.1 11.7 19.2 26.2 39.1 3.8 100.0 62.1 4,908
Fourth 0.2 4.5 19.0 15.4 51.6 9.3 100.0 80.1 5,414
Richest 0.1 0.9 9.4 5.9 56.2 27.5 100.0 93.2 5,929
! MICS indicator SR.2 - Literacy rate (age 15-24 years)
" Respondents who have attended secondary school or higher are considered literate and are not tested.




Table SR.6.1M: Literacy (men)

Percent distribution of men age 15-49 years by highest level of school attended and literacy, and the total percentage literate, Lao PDR, 2017
Percent distribution of highest level attended and literacy
Lower
None or ECE Primary secondary Total Number of
or higher" Higher percentage men age 15-
Literate Illiterate Literate llliterate Literate Literate  Total literate® 49 years
Total 0.2 6.4 15.4 15.6 51.4 11.1  100.0 78.0 12,017
Area
Urban 0.1 1.9 8.6 7.2 58.3 24.0 100.0 91.0 3,808
Rural 0.2 8.4 18.5 19.5 48.1 5.1 100.0 72.0 8,209
Rural with road 0.2 8.0 17.2 18.8 50.2 5.6 100.0 73.2 7,051
Rural without road 0.3 11.1 27.0 23.8 35.3 2.4 100.0 65.1 1,158
Region
North 0.2 7.4 20.2 14.4 48.0 9.8 100.0 78.2 3,858
Central 0.1 5.0 11.5 13.3 57.0 13.0 100.0 81.7 5,906
South 0.2 8.0 17.6 236 42.2 8.4 100.0 68.3 2,253
Province
Vientiane Capital 0.1 1.2 9.8 29 61.2 24.8 100.0 959 1,510
Phongsaly 0.0 12.2 22.5 19.0 37.6 8.8 100.0 68.9 369
Luangnamtha 0.6 16.6 10.1 20.1 43.8 8.7 100.0 63.3 350
Oudomxay 03 74 24.9 7.1 47.3 129 100.0 85.4 633
Bokeo 0.3 9.2 18.8 11.1 48.1 12.5 100.0 79.7 337
Luangprabang 01 5.6 22.0 15.9 46.2 10.3  100.0 78.5 861
Huaphanh 0.1 6.9 23.7 13.5 48.7 7.1 1000 79.6 575
Xayabury 01 22 15.4 16.3 57.4 8.5 100.0 81.5 733
Xiengkhuang 0.0 14 11.0 12.0 60.4 152  100.0 86.6 504
Vientiane 0.0 3.0 9.0 14.9 65.6 7.5 100.0 82.1 830
Borikhamxay 0.0 2.4 10.0 14.8 60.3 12.6 100.0 82.9 518
Khammuane 0.5 6.6 10.6 21.4 51.4 9.5 100.0 72.0 692
Savannakhet 0.1 11.0 15.5 18.1 49.2 6.2 100.0 70.9 1,669
Saravane 0.1 13.7 13.9 32.0 315 8.7 100.0 54.3 704
Sekong 11 9.6 16.4 21.8 42.9 8.2 100.0 68.6 207
Champasack 0.0 4.3 19.9 19.9 48.4 7.4 100.0 75.8 1,103
Attapeu 0.2 7.0 18.3 17.8 44.9 11.7  100.0 75.1 240
Xaysomboune 0.1 3.9 9.0 16.4 58.4 12.2 100.0 79.7 183
Age
15-24' 0.0 31 8.7 12.3 68.4 7.5 100.0 84.6 4,179
15-19 0.0 2.1 7.1 10.6 78.4 1.8 100.0 87.4 2,405
15-17 0.0 1.7 6.0 9.7 82.4 0.3 100.0 88.6 1,571
18-19 0.0 2.9 9.2 12.2 70.9 4.8 100.0 84.9 835
20-24 0.0 4.4 10.9 14.7 54.8 15.2  100.0 80.9 1,773
25-34 0.1 6.3 15.3 15.6 44.8 17.9 100.0 78.1 3,585
35-49 0.3 9.6 22.1 18.8 40.1 9.0 100.0 71.6 4,254
Ethno-linguistic group
of household head
Lao-Tai 0.1 2.8 14.3 13.0 55.8 14.1  100.0 84.3 7,740
Mon-Khmer 0.3 12.5 21.1 20.7 41.5 4.0 100.0 66.9 2,773
Hmong-Mien 0.3 10.7 10.6 17.9 50.9 9.6 100.0 71.4 1,079
Chinese-Tibetan 0.4 25.0 11.0 25.4 31.7 6.5 100.0 49.6 324
Other, DK, Missing 0.6 8.4 10.4 222 47.2 11.2 100.0 69.4 101
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 0.4 20.3 21.7 28.1 28.4 1.1  100.0 51.6 2,187
Second 0.1 8.0 20.4 237 45.5 2.3 100.0 68.3 2,376
Middle 0.2 3.2 17.4 17.3 56.7 5.3 100.0 79.5 2,358
Fourth 0.0 1.6 13.3 8.9 65.3 11.0 100.0 89.6 2,674
Richest 0.1 0.5 53 2.2 57.3 34.7 100.0 97.4 2,422
! MICS indicator SR.2 - Literacy rate (age 15-24 years)
" Respondents who have attended secondary school or higher are considered literate and are not tested.
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4.7 MIGRATORY STATUS

The Background module of the LSIS I, 2017 asked respondents to the Individual Questionnaire for Women and Men
how long they have been continuously living in the current residence and, if they were not living there since birth,
whether they lived in a city, town or rural area and the name of the region they lived in before moving to their current
place of residence. Tables SR.7.1W and 7.1.M present the percentage of women and men who have changed residence
according to the time since last move and also compares the place of residence of each individual at the time of the
survey with that of the last place of residence and the type of residence.
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4.8 MASS MEDIA AND ICT

The LSIS 1l collected information on exposure to mass media and the use of computers and the internet. Information
was collected on exposure to newspapers/magazines, radio and television among women and men age 15-49 years.

Table SR.9.1W: Exposure to mass media (women)

Percentage of women age 15-49 years who are exposed to specific mass media on a weekly basis, Lao PDR, 2017

Percentage of women age 15-49 years who: All three Any Number
media at media at of
Read a Listen to the Watch television least least women
newspaper at radio at least at least once a once a oncea age 15-
least once a week once a week week week week 49 years
Total 7.2 17.4 76.5 3.2 78.5 25,305
Area
Urban 15.0 25.1 90.0 7.0 91.7 8,513
Rural 33 13.5 69.7 1.3 71.8 16,792
Rural with road 3.5 14.4 72.9 1.4 75.0 14,451
Rural without road 1.8 7.9 49.7 0.6 51.9 2,341
Region
North 6.7 15.4 70.3 3.0 72.2 7,801
Central 8.0 20.0 81.0 3.6 83.0 12,625
South 6.1 13.9 74.8 2.4 76.9 4,879
Province
Vientiane Capital 13.9 32.3 92.0 8.2 94.0 3,473
Phongsaly 4.2 5.9 64.7 2.0 65.6 700
Luangnamtha 7.6 17.6 79.8 4.7 80.8 692
Oudomxay 7.8 13.9 64.3 2.1 67.3 1,402
Bokeo 5.2 16.1 82.0 1.7 83.0 724
Luangprabang 8.5 20.6 68.0 4.9 71.4 1,715
Huaphanh 2.9 7.4 50.7 1.2 51.6 1,045
Xayabury 7.6 19.6 84.2 34 85.8 1,523
Xiengkhuang 12.7 25.7 78.0 7.4 80.4 1,034
Vientiane 3.8 141 86.9 0.6 89.0 1,743
Borikhamxay 9.7 17.6 86.2 2.6 88.4 1,129
Khammuane 6.1 14.0 77.4 1.6 78.7 1,541
Savannakhet 3.6 13.9 70.8 1.0 72.7 3,351
Saravane 2.8 7.9 59.4 0.7 61.6 1,510
Sekong 7.4 18.5 65.6 4.2 69.5 431
Champasack 7.5 15.1 84.2 3.2 85.8 2,396
Attapeu 8.5 21.5 83.6 2.3 86.2 541
Xaysomboune 2.0 3.5 49.3 0.4 50.5 353
Age
15-19 7.8 16.6 74.8 2.9 77.3 4,565
15-17 8.3 15.9 75.8 2.9 78.5 2,796
18-19 6.9 17.7 73.2 2.8 75.5 1,769
20-24 7.3 17.9 76.4 3.1 78.5 4,024
25-29 8.8 17.7 75.0 4.0 76.7 4,045
30-34 7.9 16.6 77.0 3.7 78.9 3,824
35-39 6.9 16.4 76.9 3.3 78.4 3,418
40-44 4.9 17.4 77.7 2.3 79.8 3,076
45-49 6.0 20.6 79.4 3.1 81.7 2,353
Education
None or ECE 0.2 7.0 45.9 0.0 48.1 4,087
Primary 1.8 15.1 74.4 0.6 76.4 8,922
Lower secondary 4.4 17.7 84.5 1.8 86.2 5,535
Upper secondary 11.5 21.9 89.7 4.8 91.6 3,482
Post secondary / Non tertiary 27.0 28.2 94.0 13.0 95.7 885
Higher 32.6 32.6 92.5 15.4 94.8 2,394
Ethno-linguistic group
of household head
Lao-Tai 9.3 20.4 87.4 4.2 89.0 16,522
Mon-Khmer 3.1 12.3 59.3 1.2 61.8 5,779
Hmong-Mien 3.3 11.8 42.5 1.5 46.6 2,109
Chinese-Tibetan 4.8 6.1 65.1 2.0 65.7 628
Other, DK, Missing 3.3 12.2 71.6 1.7 71.6 266
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 0.8 6.5 28.4 0.1 31.8 4,337
Second 2.1 11.8 70.1 0.7 72.6 4,716
Middle 3.9 16.1 86.1 1.5 88.1 4,908
Fourth 7.7 22.1 92.3 3.5 93.5 5,414
Richest 18.5 26.7 94.4 8.6 95.7 5,929

* MICS indicator SR.3 - Exposure to mass media
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Table SR.9.1M: Exposure to mass media (men)

Percentage of men age 15-49 years who are exposed to specific mass media on a weekly basis, Lao PDR, 2017
Percentage of men age 15-49 years who: All three Any
media at media at Number
Read a newspaper Listen to the Watch television least least of men
at least once a radio at least at least once a once a once a age 15-
week once a week week week’ week 49 years
Total 8.6 23.4 83.3 4.4 85.3 12,017
Area
Urban 16.2 333 92.4 9.3 94.2 3,808
Rural 5.0 18.7 79.0 2.1 81.2 8,209
Rural with road 5.5 20.3 81.2 23 83.5 7,051
Rural without road 2.4 9.4 65.5 0.9 67.4 1,158
Region
North 5.0 17.5 78.0 21 79.5 3,858
Central 11.4 28.9 86.7 6.5 89.1 5,906
South 7.3 19.0 83.4 3.1 85.5 2,253
Province
Vientiane Capital 16.4 38.3 96.2 11.8 97.5 1,510
Phongsaly 4.7 12.4 78.4 25 79.7 369
Luangnamtha 2.8 4.6 66.0 14 66.7 350
Oudomxay 2.9 15.4 82.2 1.2 84.1 633
Bokeo 10.2 36.5 87.3 5.5 90.6 337
Luangprabang 2.4 3.4 73.5 0.1 74.0 861
Huaphanh 9.9 9.5 71.5 3.0 72.6 575
Xayabury 4.8 41.9 85.8 2.9 88.3 733
Xiengkhuang 26.3 53.3 87.9 17.5 91.8 504
Vientiane 7.5 25.6 91.1 3.6 92.4 830
Borikhamxay 12.0 224 86.4 4.9 88.7 518
Khammuane 3.5 11.7 84.6 1.6 85.3 692
Savannakhet 6.2 24.8 77.7 2.2 81.6 1,669
Saravane 6.9 11.4 76.2 1.8 78.4 704
Sekong 11.1 31.2 69.6 6.5 75.6 207
Champasack 4.6 16.6 89.9 1.9 90.7 1,103
Attapeu 18.2 41.2 86.2 9.0 90.9 240
Xaysomboune 23.0 19.5 74.8 6.7 80.0 183
Age
15-19 6.1 19.1 84.1 2.4 85.5 2,405
15-17 6.5 19.3 84.5 2.7 85.8 1,571
18-19 5.3 18.7 83.4 2.0 84.8 835
20-24 6.3 21.2 81.9 35 83.8 1,773
25-29 8.8 23.7 81.5 4.6 84.0 1,812
30-34 11.0 251 83.4 5.9 85.6 1,773
35-39 8.4 24.5 81.6 4.5 83.9 1,612
40-44 11.2 25.1 84.9 5.8 86.9 1,410
45-49 10.2 28.1 86.0 5.5 88.8 1,231
Education
None or ECE 0.3 8.8 51.7 0.0 54.3 783
Primary 2.2 17.7 76.7 0.9 79.3 3,726
Lower secondary 5.3 22.5 85.8 2.5 87.8 3,519
Upper secondary 8.1 25.8 91.9 3.3 93.1 2,165
Post secondary / Non tertiary 30.1 38.2 93.4 16.2 96.7 487
Higher 33.0 40.5 95.6 19.6 97.2 1,336
Ethno-linguistic group
of household head
Lao-Tai 10.2 27.4 91.7 5.6 93.2 7,740
Mon-Khmer 5.3 16.5 70.0 2.1 73.1 2,773
Hmong-Mien 7.5 17.1 60.6 3.0 64.6 1,079
Chinese-Tibetan 3.7 8.1 72.5 19 73.4 324
Other, DK, Missing 6.1 18.1 78.1 2.6 79.7 101
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 2.2 111 46.4 0.6 51.1 2,187
Second 4.3 15.8 82.6 1.5 84.7 2,376
Middle 5.6 21.8 91.8 24 93.0 2,358
Fourth 9.3 28.3 94.4 4.3 95.8 2,674
Richest 20.6 37.8 96.6 12.8 97.8 2,422
! MICS indicator SR.3 - Exposure to mass media
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Table SR.9.2 presents information on the household ownership of Information and Communication Technology (ICT)

equipment (radio, television, fixed telephone line or mobile telephone9 and computer) and access to internet.

Table SR.9.2: Household ownership of ICT equipment and access to internet

Percentage of households with a radio, a television, a telephone and a computer, and have access to the internet at home, Lao PDR, 2017

Percentage of households with a:

Percentage of

Telephone household that have
Fixed Mobile access to the internet Number of
Radio" Television® line phone Any® Computer® at home® households
Total 20.6 79.3 8.9 92.2 92.6 13.5 1.7 22,287
Area
Urban 221 94.1 11.0 98.2 98.2 31.0 3.7 7,214
Rural 19.9 72.2 7.9 89.4 90.0 5.2 0.7 15,073
Rural with road 20.7 75.9 7.4 90.7 91.1 5.7 0.7 12,964
Rural without road 14.9 49.4 10.8 81.6 82.7 1.7 0.3 2,109
Region
North 15.3 70.7 10.4 90.8 91.5 9.3 1.6 7,131
Central 24.3 85.0 9.3 93.5 93.7 18.3 2.0 10,919
South 19.8 79.0 53 91.4 91.8 8.2 11 4,237
Province
Vientiane Capital 28.4 95.9 13.6 99.2 99.2 37.5 4.4 2,906
Phongsaly 14.1 66.0 2.0 92.5 92.5 8.1 1.1 706
Luangnamtha 6.9 73.8 13.5 92.2 93.0 8.8 6.8 624
Oudomxay 11.2 68.2 15.2 87.4 88.4 13.9 1.0 1,122
Bokeo 16.9 78.8 10.4 90.9 91.4 17.3 0.4 623
Luangprabang 19.2 64.8 6.2 88.7 89.4 8.3 1.7 1,640
Huaphanh 8.6 58.6 25.8 89.0 91.6 7.1 1.0 930
Xayabury 219 84.5 4.3 95.3 95.3 5.9 0.8 1,486
Xiengkhuang 16.3 81.2 333 97.7 98.4 14.3 0.3 843
Vientiane 25.3 88.9 0.6 95.5 95.5 11.1 0.8 1,529
Borikhamxay 22.0 89.8 14.1 96.6 97.0 16.9 0.7 963
Khammuane 25.1 83.3 8.1 89.4 89.8 9.5 0.8 1,429
Savannakhet 23.2 74.5 1.2 86.4 86.5 9.6 0.6 2,969
Saravane 21.4 66.8 3.0 86.4 86.7 8.1 1.0 1,266
Sekong 11.1 62.2 4.2 86.3 86.4 8.8 0.8 366
Champasack 20.8 89.2 7.6 95.5 96.0 7.3 1.1 2,151
Attapeu 17.6 78.7 1.6 90.2 90.2 124 1.4 453
Xaysomboune 17.9 66.3 15.7 95.8 96.7 12.0 13.2 281
Education of household head
None or ECE 17.3 57.0 5.4 79.0 79.4 3.2 0.9 3,566
Primary 223 76.7 8.2 91.4 92.1 6.2 0.8 9,605
Lower secondary 19.1 87.1 9.6 97.2 97.4 10.1 1.4 4,300
Upper secondary 20.0 91.4 9.5 98.5 98.7 19.0 3.0 1,606
Post secondary / Non tertiary 21.0 95.4 11.5 99.4 99.5 325 3.0 1,427
Higher 21.6 95.3 14.9 100.0 100.0 62.7 6.5 1,752
DK/Missing (16.8) (90.9) (20.0) (93.6) (93.6) (20.8) (0.0) 31
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 234 90.3 9.5 96.4 96.6 17.8 1.9 14,785
Mon-Khmer 15.9 57.8 6.3 80.1 80.8 33 0.6 4,983
Hmong-Mien 15.0 50.1 12.5 93.2 93.8 8.6 2.2 1,667
Chinese-Tibetan 9.3 68.3 5.4 89.8 90.5 7.3 3.8 624
Other, DK, Missing 14.8 77.8 5.8 89.1 89.1 12.8 1.9 228
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 10.7 211 4.7 69.8 70.9 0.4 0.2 4,151
Second 16.6 78.1 8.5 92.1 92.7 13 0.8 4,234
Middle 22.3 93.8 8.2 97.6 98.0 33 0.8 4,493
Fourth 255 97.7 8.0 99.4 99.5 11.3 1.1 4,757
Richest 26.4 99.6 14.6 99.9 99.9 48.6 5.2 4,652

() Figures that are based on 25 — 49 unweighted cases

1 MICS indicator SR.4 - Households with a radio
2MICS indicator SR.5 - Households with a television
*MICS indicator SR.6 - Households with a telephone
4 MICS indicator SR.7 - Households with a computer

® MICS indicator SR.8 - Households with internet

% In addition to the specific question in the Household Questionnaire about whether any member of this household has a mobile

phone, households are considered as owning mobile phone if any individual woman (or man) age 15-49 responded yes to the

question about ownership of mobile telephones in the individual questionnaires for women and men age 15-49.
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4.9 TOBACCO AND ALCOHOL USE

Tobacco products are products made entirely or partly of leaf tobacco as raw material, which are intended to be
smoked, sucked, chewed, or snuffed. All contain the highly addictive psychoactive ingredient, nicotine. Tobacco use is
one of the main risk factors for a number of chronic diseases, including cancer, lung diseases, and cardiovascular

diseases.'® If mentioned, e-cigarettes are included in the other response category of smokeless tobacco product use.

The consumption of alcohol carries a risk of adverse health and social consequences related to its intoxicating, toxic and
dependence-producing properties. In addition to the chronic diseases that may develop in those who drink large
amounts of alcohol over a number of years, alcohol use is also associated with an increased risk of acute health
conditions, such as injuries, including from traffic accidents.™ Alcohol use also causes harm far beyond the physical and
psychological health of the drinker. It harms the well-being and health of people around the drinker. An intoxicated
person can harm others or put them at risk of traffic accidents or violent behaviour, or negatively affect co-workers,
relatives, friends or strangers. Thus, the impact of the harmful use of alcohol reaches deep into society.12

The LSIS Il collected information on ever and current use of tobacco and alcohol and intensity of use among women
and men age 15-49 years. This section presents the main results.

Table SR.10.1W presents the current and ever use of tobacco products by women age 15-49 years, and Table SR.10.1M
presents the corresponding information for men of the same age group.

" wHo. http://www.who.int/topics/tobacco/en/
" WHo. http://www.who.int/topics/alcohol drinking/en/
2 WHo. http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs349/en/
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Tables SR.10.2W and SR.10.2M present results on age at first use of cigarettes, as well as frequency of use, for women
and men respectively.

Table SR.10.2W: Age at first use of cigarettes and frequency of use (women)

Percentage of women age 15-49 years who smoked a whole cigarette before age 15, and percent distribution of current smokers by the number of
cigarettes smoked in the last 24 hours, Lao PDR, 2017
Number of cigarettes in the last 24
Percentage of women hours
who smoked a whole Number of Number of women age
cigarette before age women age Less 15-49 years who are
15" 15-49 years than 5 5-9 10-19 20+ Total current cigarette smokers
Total 2.1 25,305 57.8 23.7 13.0 5.5 100.0 1,042
Area
Urban 1.3 8,513 50.6 225 13.4 13.5 100.0 94
Rural 2.5 16,792 58.5 239 12.9 4.7 100.0 948
Rural with road 2.4 14,451 58.3 233 13.6 4.9 100.0 749
Rural without road 3.4 2,341 59.5 26.0 10.5 40 100.0 199
Region
North 1.7 7,801 58.2 28.9 9.7 3.2 100.0 251
Central 1.7 12,625 66.0 14.7 12.4 6.9 100.0 259
South 4.0 4,879 53.6 25.7 14.9 5.8 100.0 531
Province
Vientiane Capital 1.3 3,473 (*) (*) (*) (*) 100.0 13
Phongsaly 0.4 700 (*) (*) (*) (*) 100.0 2
Luangnamtha 1.8 692 52.7 28.3 13.3 5.6 100.0 34
Oudomxay 5.1 1,402 69.7 24.1 4.7 1.5 100.0 94
Bokeo 3.0 724 77.9 16.5 3.8 1.8 100.0 32
Luangprabang 0.5 1,715 (28.8)  (42.0) (24.7) (4.5) 100.0 51
Huaphanh 0.2 1,045 (42.7)  (34.7) (14.8) (7.8)  100.0 11
Xayabury 0.8 1,523 (63.4) (32.9) (0.0) (3.7) 100.0 28
Xiengkhuang 0.1 1,034 (*) (*) (*) (*)  100.0 1
Vientiane 1.4 1,743 (75.3)  (11.2) (13.5) (0.0)  100.0 18
Borikhamxay 1.3 1,129 (*) (*) (*) (*)  100.0 9
Khammuane 2.2 1,541 (60.0) (14.5) (14.8) (10.8) 100.0 31
Savannakhet 2.7 3,351 68.1 15.6 11.5 4.9 100.0 185
Saravane 7.0 1,510 61.8 245 10.6 3.2 100.0 208
Sekong 4.1 431 59.9 21.1 15.5 3.5 100.0 24
Champasack 2.5 2,396 45.1 27.6 18.9 8.3 100.0 259
Attapeu 2.1 541 62.2 22.0 10.3 5.4 100.0 40
Xaysomboune 0.6 353 (*) (*) (*) (*) 100.0 1
Age
15-19 1.4 4,565 (90.4) (8.5) (1.1) (0.0)  100.0 23
15-17 1.4 2,796 *) *) *) (*)  100.0 7
18-19 1.4 1,769 (86.1)  (12.3) (1.6) (0.0)  100.0 16
20-24 15 4,024 72.8 18.2 9.1 0.0 100.0 61
25-29 2.0 4,045 68.0 16.7 6.6 8.8 100.0 119
30-34 2.2 3,824 57.0 22.3 13.7 7.0 100.0 181
35-39 2.3 3,418 59.0 21.9 13.8 53 100.0 212
40-44 3.1 3,076 49.7 30.6 14.7 5.1 100.0 239
45-49 3.0 2,353 52.8 26.4 15.6 5.2 100.0 207
Education
None or ECE 5.0 4,087 60.2 231 10.8 5.9 100.0 464
Primary 2.3 8,922 54.9 24.8 14.9 5.5 100.0 510
Lower secondary 0.9 5,535 59.4 24.6 15.7 0.3 100.0 56
Upper secondary 1.4 3,482 (*) (*) (*) (*)  100.0 7
Post secondary / Non tertiary 0.8 885 (*) (*) (*) (*) 100.0 5
Higher 1.1 2,394 *) *) *) (*)  100.0 0
Under-5s in the same
household
At least one 2.2 11,323 60.8 24.0 10.6 4.6 100.0 441
None 2.1 13,982 55.6 23.6 14.7 6.1 100.0 601
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 1.6 16,522 52.9 25.3 14.9 6.9 100.0 499
Mon-Khmer 4.2 5,779 62.3 233 10.7 3.7 100.0 500
Hmong-Mien 0.3 2,109 (*) (*) (*) (*) 100.0 11
Chinese-Tibetan 0.9 628 (*) (*) (*) (*)  100.0 3
Other, DK, Missing 43 266 (60.2) (3.4)  (21.7) (14.7) 100.0 28
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 43 4,337 66.0 225 8.0 3.4 100.0 424
Second 2.8 4,716 55.4 22.8 15.9 5.9 100.0 307
Middle 1.9 4,908 45.4 26.8 19.0 8.7 100.0 206
Fourth 0.9 5,414 52.6 30.1 12.1 5.2 100.0 82
Richest 1.2 5,929 (66.9) (8.5) (13.9) (10.7) 100.0 23
! MICS indicator SR.15 - Smoking before age 15
() Figures that are based on 25 — 49 unweighted cases
(*) Figures that are based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases
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Table SR.10.2M: Age at first use of cigarettes and frequency of use (men)

cigarettes smoked in the last 24 hours, Lao PDR, 2017

Percentage of men age 15-49 years who smoked a whole cigarette before age 15, and percent distribution of current smokers by the number of

Percentage of
men who
smoked a whole

Number of cigarettes in the last 24 hours

Number of men age
15-49 years who are

cigarette before Number of men Less current cigarette
age 15" age 15-49 years than 5 5-9 10-19 20+ Total smokers
Total 12.7 12,017 185 24.2 37.8 19.5 100.0 5,201
Area
Urban 10.0 3,808 21.6 24.9 35.9 17.5 100.0 1,277
Rural 13.9 8,209 17.4 24.0 38.5 20.1 100.0 3,924
Rural with road 13.7 7,051 17.4 233 38.7 20.7 100.0 3,289
Rural without road 15.4 1,158 17.8 27.9 37.2 17.1 100.0 635
Region
North 11.6 3,858 16.8 211 40.5 21.6 100.0 1,622
Central 11.9 5,906 19.8 26.1 35.9 18.3 100.0 2,397
South 16.5 2,253 18.2 24.7 38.2 18.9 100.0 1,183
Province
Vientiane Capital 7.8 1,510 19.9 27.2 37.4 15.5 100.0 436
Phongsaly 25.5 369 122 129 41.0 33.9 100.0 230
Luangnamtha 8.8 350 20.7 137 26.4 39.2 100.0 184
Oudomxay 15.4 633 27.9 24.8 37.2 10.1 100.0 248
Bokeo 11.2 337 39.9 25.9 22.9 11.3 100.0 115
Luangprabang 5.8 861 4.6 23.2 47.0 25.2 100.0 365
Huaphanh 15.3 575 18.9 29.4 35.1 16.6 100.0 205
Xayabury 7.0 733 12.8 19.0 55.2 13.0 100.0 275
Xiengkhuang 111 504 20.6 20.7 41.4 17.3 100.0 181
Vientiane 13.0 830 12.6 22.4 39.5 25.5 100.0 359
Borikhamxay 14.4 518 215 20.9 40.3 17.3 100.0 228
Khammuane 19.9 692 28.7 222 31.7 17.4  100.0 342
Savannakhet 11.4 1,669 189 326 32.6 15.9 100.0 790
Saravane 15.7 704 26.1 31.0 314 114 100.0 362
Sekong 19.7 207 284 236 25.4 22.6  100.0 111
Champasack 16.3 1,103 10.3 20.7 47.1 21.8 100.0 581
Attapeu 16.9 240 22.6 25.6 28.0 23.8 100.0 129
Xaysomboune 9.8 183 12.8 12.8 355 38.9 100.0 60
Age
15-19 11.3 2,405 33.9 32.0 25.8 8.4 100.0 410
15-17 11.8 1,571 355 33.6 23.9 7.0 100.0 193
18-19 10.3 835 32.4 30.6 27.4 9.6 100.0 217
20-24 10.5 1,773 24.0 29.6 321 14.3 100.0 668
25-29 9.0 1,812 19.8 26.7 37.2 16.3 100.0 822
30-34 12.9 1,773 17.3 210 41.9 19.8  100.0 880
35-39 15.2 1,612 15.0 211 43.0 20.9 100.0 871
40-44 16.7 1,410 139 207 40.1 25.3 100.0 824
45-49 15.6 1,231 140 238 37.0 25.2  100.0 727
Education
None or ECE 20.9 783 14.4 23.2 37.4 25.0 100.0 491
Primary 16.8 3,726 15.8 23.8 40.0 20.4 100.0 2,214
Lower secondary 119 3,519 18.7 24.7 38.1 18.5 100.0 1,491
Upper secondary 8.2 2,165 23.0 253 35.1 16.6 100.0 586
Post secondary / Non 10.2 487 27.1 16.2 35.7 21.0 100.0 161
Higher 6.4 1,336 32.4 29.6 26.1 11.9 100.0 258
Under-5s in the same
At least one 12.2 5,126 18.3 25.0 38.7 18.0 100.0 2,294
None 13.0 6,891 186 237 37.1 20.6  100.0 2,907
Ethno-linguistic group
of household head
Lao-Tai 11.8 7,740 18.2 253 38.2 18.3 100.0 3,282
Mon-Khmer 17.6 2,773 194 24.0 375 19.1 100.0 1,507
Hmong-Mien 3.6 1,079 215 21.2 39.7 17.6 100.0 154
Chinese-Tibetan 18.4 324 12.5 12.8 32.8 41.9 100.0 206
Other, DK, Missing 23.2 101 24.5 213 36.0 18.2 100.0 53
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 17.7 2,187 18.8 253 375 18.4 100.0 1,200
Second 15.1 2,376 18.1 248 38.3 18.8  100.0 1,193
Middle 12.2 2,358 146 201 42.0 23.3 100.0 1,104
Fourth 10.2 2,674 17.0 27.7 36.0 19.3 100.0 1,022
Richest 8.9 2,422 269 229 33.6 16.6  100.0 682

1 MICS indicator SR.15 - Smoking before age 15




Table SR.10.3W and SR.10.3M show the use of alcohol among women and men age 15-49 years.

Table SR.10.3W: Use of alcohol (women)

Percentage of women age 15-49 years who have never had an alcoholic drink, percentage who first had an alcoholic drink before age 15, and
percentage of women who have had at least one alcoholic drink at any time during the last one month, Lao PDR, 2017
Percentage of women who:
Had at least one Had at least one alcoholic drink
Never had an alcoholic drink before at any time during the lastone  Number of women
alcoholic drink age 15" month? age 15-49 years
Total 17.1 11.6 31.0 25,305
Area
Urban 11.0 8.5 435 8,513
Rural 20.2 131 24.6 16,792
Rural with road 19.0 13.0 25.4 14,451
Rural without road 27.6 14.2 19.5 2,341
Region
North 18.3 15.9 36.1 7,801
Central 16.2 10.8 334 12,625
South 17.6 6.9 16.6 4,879
Province
Vientiane Capital 6.9 6.5 50.3 3,473
Phongsaly 16.6 25.6 37.3 700
Luangnamtha 211 11.8 44.8 692
Oudomxay 11.5 27.7 41.8 1,402
Bokeo 21.3 13.9 40.6 724
Luangprabang 14.6 9.8 34.6 1,715
Huaphanh 25.5 19.3 23.9 1,045
Xayabury 22.0 7.8 34.0 1,523
Xiengkhuang 37.3 6.6 26.9 1,034
Vientiane 8.8 18.7 40.0 1,743
Borikhamxay 3.9 18.9 42.2 1,129
Khammuane 9.5 12.6 28.6 1,541
Savannakhet 29.2 8.4 14.8 3,351
Saravane 33.5 53 4.2 1,510
Sekong 17.6 8.8 17.6 431
Champasack 9.2 7.3 21.2 2,396
Attapeu 10.8 8.3 29.5 541
Xaysomboune 27.2 14.1 21.9 353
Age
15-19 24.0 25.8 30.8 4,565
15-17 28.4 30.3 29.7 2,796
18-19 17.1 18.7 325 1,769
20-24 134 12.7 33.6 4,024
25-29 145 9.3 33.6 4,045
30-34 144 8.8 33.6 3,824
35-39 16.0 7.3 31.4 3,418
40-44 17.0 5.3 27.8 3,076
45-49 20.7 5.2 21.5 2,353
Education
None or ECE 38.9 10.2 13.0 4,087
Primary 15.6 11.7 25.2 8,922
Lower secondary 14.2 13.4 35.1 5,535
Upper secondary 11.5 14.9 42.7 3,482
Post secondary / Non tertiary 6.4 5.6 43.0 885
Higher 4.6 6.7 52.3 2,394
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 10.5 9.6 354 16,522
Mon-Khmer 21.6 17.1 26.0 5,779
Hmong-Mien 51.3 10.1 10.8 2,109
Chinese-Tibetan 30.0 19.5 30.3 628
Other, DK, Missing 25.9 11.4 27.0 266
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 36.5 14.6 14.2 4,337
Second 21.8 15.4 20.7 4,716
Middle 14.5 12.3 27.5 4,908
Fourth 10.0 9.5 37.8 5,414
Richest 7.8 7.8 48.0 5,929
1 MICS indicator SR.17 - Use of alcohol before age 15
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Table SR.10.3M: Use of alcohol (men)

Percentage of men age 15-49 years who have never had an alcoholic drink, percentage who first had an alcoholic drink before age 15, and percentage
of men who have had at least one alcoholic drink at any time during the last one month, Lao PDR, 2017
Percentage of men who:
Never had an Had at least one alcoholic Had at least one alcoholic drink at any Number of men age
alcoholic drink drink before age 15" time during the last one month? 15-49 years
Total 6.7 15.6 65.2 12,017
Area
Urban 4.6 131 73.6 3,808
Rural 7.7 16.8 61.4 8,209
Rural with road 7.5 16.4 61.8 7,051
Rural without road 9.2 18.9 58.6 1,158
Region
North 5.6 20.0 66.6 3,858
Central 5.8 133 66.8 5,906
South 11.1 14.2 58.8 2,253
Province
Vientiane Capital 3.7 8.2 81.1 1,510
Phongsaly 3.4 40.1 78.7 369
Luangnamtha 6.8 15.6 56.2 350
Oudomxay 4.6 33.3 67.1 633
Bokeo 3.9 25.6 76.6 337
Luangprabang 5.1 6.0 62.0 861
Huaphanh 8.2 29.3 73.4 575
Xayabury 6.6 7.2 60.6 733
Xiengkhuang 3.8 13.0 82.8 504
Vientiane 6.6 20.2 69.3 830
Borikhamxay 13 21.9 70.3 518
Khammuane 4.5 16.7 64.7 692
Savannakhet 10.0 9.9 47.2 1,669
Saravane 23.0 13.6 52.5 704
Sekong 6.7 12.6 63.7 207
Champasack 6.1 14.0 57.4 1,103
Attapeu 34 18.4 79.2 240
Xaysomboune 2.8 17.6 69.7 183
Age
15-19 21.0 24.4 46.4 2,405
15-17 27.3 27.0 40.3 1,571
18-19 9.2 19.5 57.9 835
20-24 5.2 145 66.2 1,773
25-29 2.7 12.3 71.1 1,812
30-34 23 13.8 73.6 1,773
35-39 3.6 14.2 67.5 1,612
40-44 2.1 13.6 73.3 1,410
45-49 2.9 115 67.8 1,231
Education
None or ECE 9.2 16.8 55.0 783
Primary 6.3 16.4 62.0 3,726
Lower secondary 9.5 16.0 62.5 3,519
Upper secondary 6.6 16.7 64.3 2,165
Post secondary / Non 1.4 11.5 78.5 487
Higher 1.4 11.2 84.1 1,336
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 5.8 13.8 67.9 7,740
Mon-Khmer 6.9 20.6 64.3 2,773
Hmong-Mien 12.5 11.3 48.7 1,079
Chinese-Tibetan 8.2 27.4 64.5 324
Other, DK, Missing 6.2 26.6 66.1 101
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 10.7 18.5 56.0 2,187
Second 9.0 19.0 58.8 2,376
Middle 6.9 14.9 61.8 2,358
Fourth 4.0 129 70.0 2,674
Richest 3.8 134 77.9 2,422
! MICS indicator SR.17 - Use of alcohol before age 15
% MICS indicator SR.16 - Use of alcohol




4.10 CHILDREN'S LIVING ARRANGEMENTS

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) recognizes that “the child, for the full and harmonious development of
his or her personality, should grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love and
understanding”. Millions of children around the world grow up with without the care of their parents for several
reasons, including due to the premature death of the parents or their migration for work. In most cases, these children
are cared for by members of their extended families, while in others, children may be living in households other than
their own, as live-in domestic workers for instance. Understanding the children’s living arrangements, including the
composition of the households where they live and the relationships with their primary caregivers, is key to design
targeted interventions aimed at promoting child’s care and wellbeing.

Table SR.11.1 presents information on the living arrangements and orphanhood status and co-residence with parents of
children under age 18.
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The LSIS II, 2017 included a simple measure of one particular aspect of migration related to what is termed children left
behind, i.e. for whom one or both parents have moved abroad. While the amount of literature is growing, the long-
term effects of the benefits of remittances versus the potential adverse psycho-social effects are not yet conclusive, as
there is somewhat conflicting evidence available as to the effects on children. Table SR.11.2 presents information on
the living arrangements and co-residence with parents of children under age 18.

Table SR.11.2: Children's living arrangements and co-residence with parents

Percentage of children age 0-17 years by coresidence of parents, Lao PDR, 2017
Percentage of children age 0-17 years with:
Both At least
Both mother Only Only mother and one
Only mother Only father and father are At least one mother father father parent Number of
is living is living living parent living living living living living children age
elsewhere” elsewhere® elsewhere” elsewhere” abroad abroad abroad abroad® 0-17 years
Total 1.1 5.8 6.2 13.1 0.2 0.9 1.9 29 41,310
Sex
Male 1.2 5.9 5.7 12.8 0.2 0.9 1.9 2.9 21,080
Female 1.0 5.7 6.8 13.5 0.2 0.8 1.8 2.9 20,230
Area
Urban 1.4 7.8 6.8 16.0 0.3 0.9 1.2 24 10,730
Rural 0.9 5.1 6.0 12.1 0.2 0.8 2.1 3.1 30,580
Rural with road 1.0 5.5 6.4 129 0.2 0.9 2.2 3.2 25,723
Rural without road 0.5 3.1 4.2 7.8 0.1 0.5 1.6 2.2 4,857
Region
North 0.9 4.2 4.5 9.6 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.8 12,851
Central 1.3 6.9 6.8 15.0 0.2 1.0 1.9 3.2 19,689
South 0.8 5.8 7.4 139 0.2 13 3.9 5.4 8,771
Province
Vientiane Capital 2.0 10.0 7.8 19.8 0.6 1.7 1.2 3.4 3,820
Phongsaly 1.4 2.6 4.6 8.6 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 1,242
Luangnamtha 1.2 4.9 2.7 8.8 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.4 1,193
Oudomxay 1.0 4.1 3.1 8.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 2,275
Bokeo 1.3 6.6 6.3 14.2 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.2 1,209
Luangprabang 0.9 4.6 5.9 11.3 0.0 0.4 0.7 1.1 2,954
Huaphanh 0.4 2.3 34 6.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 1,971
Xayabury 0.5 5.0 4.9 10.3 0.2 0.8 2.0 3.0 2,007
Xiengkhuang 1.3 3.0 3.1 7.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 1,813
Vientiane 2.6 6.3 5.4 14.2 0.3 0.5 0.8 1.6 2,920
Borikhamxay 0.8 9.7 8.6 19.1 0.1 0.5 0.6 1.2 1,767
Khammuane 0.6 7.8 5.8 14.2 0.2 1.1 1.0 2.3 2,513
Savannakhet 0.9 5.4 8.5 14.7 0.2 1.5 4.4 6.0 6,076
Saravane 0.7 4.9 5.2 10.8 0.2 0.5 2.2 2.9 2,869
Sekong 0.8 4.0 2.8 7.6 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.3 919
Champasack 0.9 7.0 11.1 18.9 0.3 2.4 6.9 9.6 4,029
Attapeu 0.6 5.0 2.9 8.5 0.0 0.3 0.2 0.4 953
Xaysomboune 0.7 4.4 3.4 8.5 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 779
Age
0-4 0.7 8.2 5.4 143 0.1 1.4 2.2 3.7 11,287
5-9 1.2 5.8 6.7 13.7 0.2 0.9 2.4 3.5 11,962
10-14 14 4.4 5.7 11.5 0.2 0.5 1.5 2.2 11,886
15-17 1.0 4.1 7.8 12.9 0.2 0.5 0.8 1.5 6,176
Orphanhood status
Both parents alive 1.1 6.1 6.5 13.8 0.2 0.9 2.0 3.1 39,289
Only mother alive 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1,356
Only father alive 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 494
Both parents deceased 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 123
Unknown (0.0) (0.0) (0.0) (0.0) (0.0) (0.0) (0.0) (0.0) 48
Ethno-linguistic group of
Lao-Tai 1.1 7.4 8.2 16.7 0.3 1.4 3.1 4.8 22,958
Mon-Khmer 0.8 4.1 4.2 9.2 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.7 11,338
Hmong-Mien 1.4 2.9 3.1 7.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5,388
Chinese-Tibetan 1.4 2.3 2.5 6.1 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.4 1,217
Other, DK, Missing 1.0 8.4 4.0 13.4 0.0 1.2 0.0 1.2 409
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 1.0 33 2.9 7.2 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.8 10,303
Second 0.8 4.4 4.9 10.2 0.1 0.5 1.2 1.8 9,176
Middle 1.2 6.0 8.7 15.9 0.3 1.2 3.6 5.1 8,157
Fourth 1.0 8.3 8.8 18.1 0.3 1.6 32 5.0 7,149
Richest 1.5 8.7 7.5 17.7 0.4 1.0 1.4 2.8 6,525
! MICS indicator SR.20 - Children with at least one parent living abroad
" Includes parents living abroad as well as those living elsewhere in the country
() Figures that are based on 25 — 49 unweighted cases
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5 SURVIVE (CS)

With the SDG target (3.2) for child mortality, on ending preventable deaths of newborns and children under 5 years of
age, the international community has retained the overarching goal of reducing child mortality. While the global target
calls for reducing neonatal mortality to at least as low as 12 deaths per 1,000 live births and under-five mortality to at
least as low as 25 deaths per 1,000 live births, reduction of child mortality continues to be one of the most important
objectives in national plans and programmes in each and every country.

Mortality rates presented in this chapter are calculated from information collected in the birth histories of the
Women’s Questionnaires. All interviewed women were asked whether they had ever given birth, and those who had
were asked to report the number of sons and daughters who live with them, the number who live elsewhere, and the
number who have died. In addition, women were asked to provide detailed information on their live births, starting
with the firstborn, in chronological order. This information included whether births were single or multiple, and for

m each live birth, sex, date of birth (month and year), and survival status. Further, for children alive at the time of survey,

women were asked the current age of the child; for deceased children, the age at death was obtained. Childhood
mortality rates are expressed by conventional age categories and are defined as follows:

¢ Neonatal mortality (NN): probability of dying within the first month of life

e Post-neonatal mortality (PNN): difference between infant and neonatal mortality rates
¢ Infant mortality (,qo): probability of dying between birth and the first birthday

e  Child mortality (,q1): probability of dying between the first and the fifth birthdays

e Under-five mortality (5qo): the probability of dying between birth and the fifth birthday

Neonatal, infant and under-five mortality rates are expressed as deaths per 1,000 live births. Child mortality is
expressed as deaths per 1,000 children surviving to age one. Post-neonatal mortality is calculated as the difference
between infant and neonatal mortality rates.

Table CS.1: Early childhood mortality rates

Neonatal, post-neonatal, infant, child and under-five mortality rates for five year periods preceding the survey, Lao PDR, 2017

Neonatal mortality Post-neonatal Infant mortality Child mortality Under-five
rate’ mortality rate™” rate’ rate’ mortality rate’
Years preceding the survey
0-4 18 22 40 6 46
5-9 23 25 48 5 53
10-14 24 32 57 10 67

! MICS indicator CS.1 - Neonatal mortality rate; SDG indicator 3.2.2
2 MICS indicator CS.2 - Post-neonatal mortality rate
® MICS indicator CS.3 - Infant mortality rate
* MICS indicator CS.4 - Child mortality rate
® MICS indicator CS.5 - Under-five mortality rate; SDG indicator 3.2.1

" Post-neonatal mortality rates are computed as the difference between the infant and neonatal mortality rates

Table CS.1 presents neonatal, post-neonatal, infant, child, and under-five mortality rates for the three most recent five-
year periods before the survey (corresponding roughly to the period of 2012-2017). For each mortality rate in the table,
it is possible to assess changes over time, during the last 15 years preceding the survey.
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Table CS.2: Early childhood mortality rates by socioeconomic characteristics

Neonatal, post-neonatal, infant, child and under-five mortality rates for the five year period preceding the survey, by socioeconomic
characteristics, Lao PDR, 2017

Neonatal Post-neonatal Infant mortality Child mortality Under-five
mortality rate’ mortality rate™” rate® rate’ mortality rate’
Total 18 22 40 6 46
Area
Urban 14 7 20 4 24
Rural 19 28 47 6 53
Rural with road 18 27 45 6 51
Rural without road 24 31 56 7 62
Region
North 20 23 43 6 49
Central 16 20 36 6 42
South 17 27 44 5 49
Province
Vientiane Capital 24 2 27 8 35
Phongsaly 27 32 60 9 68
Luangnamtha 10 17 26 16 42
Oudomxay 28 40 68 3 71
Bokeo 26 27 53 6 59
Luangprabang 15 22 37 8 45
Huaphanh 27 17 a4 0 a4
Xayabury 7 2 9 2 11
Xiengkhuang 16 17 33 7 39
Vientiane 20 20 40 3 43
Borikhamxay 20 20 40 2 42
Khammuane 23 31 54 10 63
Savannakhet 3 29 32 6 38
Saravane 21 29 50 4 54
Sekong 12 16 28 8 35
Champasack 11 30 40 5 45
Attapeu 35 20 56 3 59
Xaysomboune 27 20 47 4 51
Mother's education
None or ECE 17 32 49 6 54
Primary 23 27 51 8 59
Lower secondary 16 18 34 3 37
Upper secondary 18 5 24 3 26
Post secondary / Non tertiary 0 4 4 1 5
Higher 4 2 7 3 10
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 15 15 30 5 35
Mon-Khmer 22 35 57 6 63
Hmong-Mien 21 19 40 5 44
Chinese-Tibetan 19 34 53 20 72
Other, DK, Missing 21 64 85 5 89
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 20 36 56 7 63
Second 21 35 57 6 62
Middle 14 16 31 5 35
Fourth 16 5 21 6 27
Richest 14 5 19 4 23

1 MICS indicator CS.1 - Neonatal mortality rate; SDG indicator 3.2.2
2 MICS indicator CS.2 - Post-neonatal mortality rate
% MICS indicator CS.3 - Infant mortality rate
* MICS indicator CS.4 - Child mortality rate
® MICS indicator CS.5 - Under-five mortality rate; SDG indicator 3.2.1
" post-neonatal mortality rates are computed as the difference between the infant and neonatal mortality rates
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Table CS.3: Early childhood mortality rates by demographic characteristics

Neonatal, post-neonatal, infant, child and under-five mortality rates for the five year period preceding the survey, by demographic
characteristics, Lao PDR, 2017
Neonatal mortality Post-neonatal Infant mortality Child mortality Under-five mortality
rate’ mortality rate™ rate’ rate* rate’
Total 18 22 40 6 46
Sex
Male 19 24 43 5 47
Female 17 20 37 7 44
Mother's age at birth
Less than 20 25 33 59 6 64
20-34 14 19 33 5 37
35-49 32 30 62 12 73
Birth order
1 18 22 40 5 45
2-3 14 17 31 5 36
4-6 21 30 50 7 57
7+ 49 48 97 15 111
Previous birth interval®
< 2years 34 41 75 9 83
2 years 16 24 40 5 45
3 years 9 14 23 4 27
4+ years 11 13 25 6 31
! MICS indicator CS.1 - Neonatal mortality rate; SDG indicator 3.2.2
% MICS indicator CS.2 - Post-neonatal mortality rate
* MICS indicator CS.3 - Infant mortality rate
* MICS indicator CS.4 - Child mortality rate
® MICS indicator CS.5 - Under-five mortality rate; SDG indicator 3.2.1
" Post-neonatal mortality rates are computed as the difference between the infant and neonatal mortality rates
® Excludes first order births

Tables CS.2 and CS.3 provide estimates of child mortality by socioeconomic and demographic characteristics. Using the
rates calculated for the 5-year period immediately preceding the survey, differentials in mortality rates by
socioeconomic characteristics, such as region, mother’s education and wealth, and by demographic characteristics such
as sex and mother’s age at birth are presented.
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The Figure CS.1 compares the findings of this survey on under-5 mortality rates, with those from other data sources.
Qualification and analysis of the consistency and discrepancies of the findings of MICS with other data sources needs to
be taken up in a more detailed and separate analysis.

Per 1,000 live births
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- = = |GME (2017) —— 2015 Lao Census (direct method_single year)
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6. THRIVE — REPRODUCTIVE AND MATERNAL HEALTH

The enabling environment for safe motherhood and childbirth is critical and depends on the care and attention
provided to pregnant women and newborns by communities and families, skilled health personnel and the availability
of adequate health-care facilities." This chapter summarizes the main findings of the survey on a range of reproductive
and maternal health indicators, starting with levels of fertility and levels and trends in early childbearing. Tables on
contraceptive use and unmet need for contraception are followed by a series of topics that depict main maternal health
indicators, from antenatal care to postnatal care, including, antenatal care, neonatal tetanus, delivery care, birthweight,
and postnatal care. The last part of the chapter is devoted to sexual behaviour and HIV.

6.1  FERTILITY

Measures of current fertility are presented in Table TM.1.1 for the three-year period preceding the survey. A three-year
period was chosen for calculating these rates to provide the most current information, while also allowing the rates to
be calculated for a sufficient number of cases so as not to compromise the statistical precision of the estimates. The
current fertility measures, presented in the table by urban and rural residence, are as follows:

o  Age-specific fertility rates (ASFRs), expressed as the number of births per 1,000 women in a specified age
group, show the age pattern of fertility. Numerators for ASFRs are calculated by identifying live births that
occurred in the three-year period preceding the survey, classified according to the age of the mother (in five-
year age groups) at the time of the child’s birth. Denominators of the rates represent the number of woman-
years lived by all interviewed women (or in simplified terms, the average number of women) in each of the
five-year age groups during the specified period.

e The total fertility rate (TFR) is a synthetic measure that denotes the number of live births a woman would have
if she were subject to the current age-specific fertility rates throughout her reproductive years (15-49 years).

e The general fertility rate (GFR) is the number of live births occurring during the specified period per 1,000
women age 15-49.

e The crude birth rate (CBR) is the number of live births per 1,000 population during the specified period.

Table TM.1.1: Fertility rates

Adolescent birth rate, age-specific and total fertility rates, the general fertility rate, and the crude birth rate for the three-year period preceding the
survey, by area, Lao PDR, 2017

Urban Rural Rural with road Rural without road Total
Age”
15-19" 42 101 95 136 83
20-24 102 193 186 237 162
25-29 144 153 149 181 150
30-34 87 93 90 110 91
35-39 41 47 43 69 45
40-44 10 16 14 23 14
45-49 1 7 6 17 5
TFR (15-49 years)® 2.1 3.0 2.9 3.9 2.7
GFR® 70 101 97 128 90
CBR" 18 23 22 28 22

Y MICS indicator TM.1 - Adolescent birth rate (age 15-19 years); SDG indicator 3.7.2
“The age-specific fertility rates (ASFR) are the number of live births in the last 3 years, divided by the average number of women in that age group during
the same period, expressed per 1,000 women.
TFR: The Total Fertility Rate is the sum of age-specific fertility rates of women age 15-49 years. The TFR denotes the average number of children to
which a woman will have given birth by the end of her reproductive years (by age 50) if current fertility rates prevailed. The rate is expressed per woman
age 15-49 years
“GFR: The General Fertility Rate is the number of births in the last 3 years divided by the average number of women age 15-49 years during the same
period, expressed per 1,000 women age 15-49 years
® CBR: The Crude Birth Rate is the number of births in the last 3 years, divided by the total population during the same period, expressed per 1,000
population

' UNICEF. 2009. State of World’s Children Report. Maternal and Newborn Health. UNICEF
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6.2 EARLY CHILDBEARING

Table TM.2.1 presents the survey findings on adolescent birth rates and total fertility rates according to selected
background characteristics.

The adolescent birth rate (age-specific fertility rate for women age 15-19) is defined as the number of births to women
age 15-19 years during the three-year period preceding the survey, divided by the average number of women age 15-19
(number of women-years lived between ages 15 through 19, inclusive) during the same period, expressed per 1,000
women.

The adolescent birth rate is a Global SDG indicator (3.7.2) for ensuring universal access to sexual and reproductive
health-care services (Target 3.7).

Table TM.2.1: Adolescent birth rate and total fertility rate

Adolescent birth rates and total fertility rates for the three-year period preceding the survey, Lao PDR, 2017
Adolescent birth rate’ Total fertility rate
(Age-specific fertility rate for women age 15-19 years)" (women age 15-49 years)"
Total 83 2.7
Area
Urban 42 2.1
Rural 101 3.0
Rural with road 95 2.9
Rural without road 136 3.9
Region
North 109 2.7
Central 70 2.6
South 77 3.1
Province
Vientiane Capital 26 2.0
Phongsaly 105 2.8
Luangnamtha 121 2.5
Oudomxay 105 31
Bokeo 113 2.9
Luangprabang 105 2.9
Huaphanh 136 2.9
Xayabury 88 2.1
Xiengkhuang 105 33
Vientiane 90 2.9
Borikhamxay 85 2.8
Khammuane 71 2.6
Savannakhet 69 2.7
Saravane 103 3.6
Sekong 97 34
Champasack 53 2.9
Attapeu 84 2.8
Xaysomboune 138 3.8
Education
None or ECE 176 3.9
Primary 146 3.2
Lower secondary 111 2.7
Upper secondary 20 2.2
Post secondary / Non tertiary 8 2.3
Higher 3 (2.1)
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 54 2.4
Mon-Khmer 99 3.0
Hmong-Mien 192 4.6
Chinese-Tibetan 113 3.2
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 156 4.1
Second 114 3.2
Middle 71 2.7
Fourth 53 2.2
Richest 20 2.0
' MICS indicator TM.1 - Adolescent birth rate (age 15-19 years);SDG indicator 3.7.2
" Please see Table TM.1.1 for definitions.
() Figures that are based on 125-249 unweighted person-years of exposure.
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Tables TM.2.2W and TM.2.2M present a selection of early childbearing2 indicators for women and early fatherhood
indicators for men age 15-19 and 20-24. In Table TM.2.2W, percentages among women age 15-19 who have had a live
birth and those who are pregnant with their first child are presented; aggregating these percentages generates the
percentage of women age 15-19 who have begun childbearing. For the same age group, the table also presents the
percentage of women who have had a live birth before age 15. These estimates are all derived from the detailed birth
histories of women.

To estimate the proportion of women who have had a live birth before age 18 — when they were still children
themselves — data based on women age 20-24 at the time of survey are used, to avoid truncation®.

Table 2.2M presents findings on early fatherhood — percentages among men age 15-19 and age 20-24 who became
fathers before ages 15 and 18, respectively - show the extent to which men are becoming fathers when they are still
children.

Tables TM.2.3W, TM.2.3WA, TM.2.3M and TM.2.3MA are designed to look at trends in early childbearing for women
and early fatherhood for men, by presenting percentages of women and men who married before ages 15 and 18, for
successive age cohorts and by education level of women and men. The table is designed to capture trends in urban and
rural areas separately.

2 Childbearing is the process of giving birth to children. While early childbearing is defined as having had live births before specific
young ages, for the purposes of Table TM.2.2W, women age 15-19 years who have begun childbearing includes those who have had
a live birth as well as those who have not had a live birth but are pregnant with their first child.

3 Using women age 15-19 to estimate the percentage who had given birth before age 18 would introduce truncation to the
estimates, since the majority of women in this age group will not have completed age 18, and therefore will not have completed
exposure to childbearing before age 18. The age group 20-24 is used to estimate the percentage of women giving birth before age
18, since all women in this age group have completed exposure to childbearing at very early ages.



Table TM.2.2W: Early childbearing (young women)

Percentage of women age 15-19 years who have had a live birth, are pregnant with the first child, have had a live birth or are pregnant with first child, and
who have had a live birth before age 15, and percentage of women age 20-24 years who have had a live birth before age 18, Lao PDR, 2017
Percentage of women age 15-19 years who: Percentage
of women age Number
Are Have had a live 20-24 years who of
Have had pregnant birth or are Have had a Number of have had a live women
alive with first pregnant with live birth women age birth before age age 20-24
birth child first child before age 15 15-19 years 18! years
Total 13.4 3.3 16.7 1.8 4,565 18.4 4,024
Area
Urban 6.4 1.8 8.3 0.7 1,282 10.1 1,316
Rural 16.2 3.8 20.0 2.3 3,283 22.5 2,708
Rural with road 15.3 3.7 19.0 2.2 2,834 21.3 2,332
Rural without road 21.4 4.5 259 2.8 449 29.5 376
Region
North 18.0 2.6 20.5 2.6 1,383 23.9 1,279
Central 111 3.8 14.9 1.7 2,161 15.5 1,990
South 12.3 3.0 15.3 1.0 1,021 16.8 756
Province
Vientiane Capital 6.3 0.7 7.1 0.5 460 5.0 533
Phongsaly 18.5 3.3 21.8 0.4 116 24.0 109
Luangnamtha 13.3 2.8 16.2 1.9 123 26.2 122
Oudomxay 15.5 5.1 20.6 1.8 280 18.7 255
Bokeo 24.1 3.0 27.2 6.5 129 26.0 119
Luangprabang 17.8 1.4 19.2 1.6 310 22.7 264
Huaphanh 24.2 1.9 26.0 4.9 199 35.7 192
Xayabury 14.6 0.9 15.5 2.2 227 18.9 218
Xiengkhuang 14.6 6.3 20.8 1.0 205 24.3 187
Vientiane 11.0 53 16.3 0.8 281 20.2 275
Borikhamxay 12.6 4.6 17.2 0.7 237 17.1 164
Khammuane 111 3.8 14.9 2.1 264 13.0 228
Savannakhet 11.6 4.1 15.7 31 637 18.9 530
Saravane 15.7 1.8 17.5 1.9 318 20.3 238
Sekong 16.1 33 19.4 1.9 86 23.8 78
Champasack 9.8 3.4 13.2 0.4 503 12.2 352
Attapeu 10.4 4.9 15.3 0.7 114 19.5 88
Xaysomboune 20.7 4.9 25.6 33 77 31.9 72
Education
None or ECE 34.0 4.6 38.6 8.1 302 43.1 410
Primary 26.8 6.0 32.9 4.0 911 27.2 1,209
Lower secondary 15.2 4.0 19.3 1.5 1,479 22.1 886
Upper secondary 2.4 1.0 35 0.0 1,650 6.4 611
Post secondary / Non tertiary (0.0) (2.3) (2.3) (0.0) 39 0.0 136
Higher 0.0 13 13 0.0 185 0.1 772
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 9.1 2.1 11.3 1.0 2,671 121 2,487
Mon-Khmer 16.5 4.9 21.4 3.0 1,220 24.7 977
Hmong-Mien 28.0 5.1 33.1 33 517 41.3 402
Chinese-Tibetan 16.0 3.8 19.8 2.0 109 253 109
Other, DK, Missing (9.6) (2.0) (11.6) (2.9) 49 (14.4) 49
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 25.8 4.2 30.0 4.8 854 36.8 747
Second 16.5 43 20.8 2.1 1,022 24.0 780
Middle 12.6 3.6 16.3 13 951 17.9 774
Fourth 8.6 3.2 11.8 0.7 901 12.5 831
Richest 3.1 0.6 3.7 0.2 837 4.2 892
! MICS indicator TM.2 - Early childbearing
() Figures that are based on 25 — 49 unweighted cases
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Table TM.2.2M: Early fatherhood (young men)

Percentage of men age 15-19 years who have fathered a live birth and who have fathered a live birth before age 15, and percentage of men age
20-24 years who have fathered a live birth before age 18, Lao PDR, 2017

Percentage of men age 15-19
years who have:

Percentage of men

Fathered a live Number of  age 20-24 years who
Fathered a birth before age men age have fathered a live Number of men
live birth 15 15-19 years birth before age 18 age 20-24 years
Total 2.7 0.3 2,405 3.1 1,773
Area
Urban 1.1 0.0 721 0.6 527
Rural 3.3 0.4 1,685 4.1 1,246
Rural with road 3.2 0.4 1,460 3.7 1,082
Rural without road 4.4 0.4 224 6.4 165
Region
North 4.3 0.5 703 3.9 583
Central 1.9 0.3 1,236 2.4 846
South 2.3 0.0 466 3.3 344
Province
Vientiane Capital 0.7 0.0 288 2.3 210
Phongsaly 53 0.0 56 5.6 54
Luangnamtha 4.5 0.0 65 1.2 52
Oudomxay 2.4 0.0 122 2.7 106
Bokeo 5.8 0.0 56 2.4 53
Luangprabang 3.2 0.0 163 1.7 126
Huaphanh 8.7 2.8 126 8.9 96
Xayabury 16 0.0 115 45 9%
Xiengkhuang 3.2 0.0 105 34 70
Vientiane 2.5 0.8 186 3.1 103
Borikhamxay 1.6 0.0 113 0.0 71
Khammuane 1.5 0.0 125 1.8 128
Savannakhet 2.5 0.5 375 2.5 236
Saravane 3.7 0.0 149 8.0 108
Sekong 2.0 0.0 47 1.0 30
Champasack 1.5 0.0 221 11 170
Attapeu 1.5 0.0 48 1.6 36
Xaysomboune 1.2 0.0 45 4.9 27
Education
None or ECE (18.5) (0.0) 50 13.6 78
Primary 4.0 11 425 4.2 453
Lower secondary 3.5 0.2 970 2.5 533
Upper secondary 0.5 0.0 907 2.5 393
Post secondary / Non tertiary (*) (*) 9 (1.9) 46
Higher (0.0) (0.0) 44 0.1 269
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 1.2 0.0 1,466 1.6 1,065
Mon-Khmer 3.5 0.7 593 33 450
Hmong-Mien 7.9 0.9 277 9.8 187
Chinese-Tibetan 8.0 0.0 50 6.6 56
Other, DK, Missing (*) (*) 19 (*) 16
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 6.4 0.9 420 7.3 368
Second 3.0 0.4 544 4.6 365
Middle 2.4 0.2 497 0.5 327
Fourth 1.2 0.0 530 1.6 390
Richest 0.7 0.0 414 0.8 323

() Figures that are based on 25 — 49 unweighted cases
(*) Figures are not shown, based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases
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6.3 CONTRACEPTION

Appropriate contraceptive use is important to the health of women and children by: 1) preventing pregnancies that are
too early; 2) extending the period between births; and 3) limiting the total number of children. Access by all couples to
information and services to prevent pregnancies that are too early, too closely spaced, too late or too many is critical.

Table TM.3.1 presents the current use of contraception for women who are currently married or in union while table
TM.3.2 presents the same information for women who are not currently married or in union. In Table TM.3.1, use of
specific methods of contraception are first presented; specific methods are then grouped into modern and traditional
methods and presented as such. For women who are not currently married or in union, in Table TM.3.2, contraceptive
use is only presented by modern and traditional method categories.
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Table TM.3.2: Use of contraception (currently unmarried/not in union)

Percentage of sexually active women age 15-49 years currently unmarried or not in union who are using (or whose partner is using) a contraceptive
method, Lao PDR, 2017
Percentage of sexually active® women currently unmarried or not in Number of sexually active®
union who are using (or whose partner is using): women age 15-49 years
Any traditional currently unmarried or not in
Any modern method method Any method union
Total 14.5 0.3 14.8 275
Area
Urban 14.0 0.0 14.0 136
Rural 15.0 0.7 15.6 139
Rural with road 16.7 0.7 17.4 124
Rural without road (*) (*) (*) 15
Region
North 10.7 0.0 10.7 103
Central 15.5 0.6 16.0 158
South (*) (*) (*) 15
Age
15-19 14.1 0.0 14.1 112
15-17 14.7 0.0 14.7 62
18-19 13.3 0.0 13.3 50
20-24 16.4 0.0 16.4 104
25-29 (15.0) (1.9) (16.9) 46
30-34 (*) (*) (*) 3
35-39 (*) (*) (*) 3
40-44 (*) (*) (*) 5
Education
None or ECE (*) (*) (*) 6
Primary (20.0) (0.0) (20.0) 36
Lower secondary 10.4 0.0 10.4 58
Upper secondary 17.5 0.0 17.5 73
Post secondary / Non tertiary (*) (*) (*) 16
Higher 15.4 11 16.4 86
Number of living children
0 14.6 0.3 14.9 273
1 (*) (*) (*) 2
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 18.5 0.0 18.5 175
Mon-Khmer 4.2 0.0 4.2 55
Hmong-Mien (12.2) (0.0) (12.2) 21
Chinese-Tibetan (3.5) (0.0) (3.5) 18
Other, DK, Missing (*) (*) (*) 6
Wealth index quintile
Poorest (9.3) (0.0) (9.3) 27
Second 4.6 0.0 4.6 40
Middle (12.4) (0.0) (12.4) 37
Fourth 22.7 0.0 22.7 64
Richest 15.2 0.8 16.1 108
Ausexually active" is defined as having had sex within the last 30 days.
() Figures that are based on 25 — 49 unweighted cases
(*) Figures are not shown, based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases
Note: Province level figures are not shown separately, fewer than 25 unweighted cases for most of the provinces

Unmet need for contraception refers to fecund women who are married or in union and are not using any method of
contraception, but who wish to postpone the next birth (spacing) or who wish to stop childbearing altogether (limiting).
Unmet need is identified in LSIS 1l by using a set of questions eliciting current behaviours and preferences pertaining to
contraceptive use, fecundity, and fertility preferences.

Table TM.3.3 shows the levels of unmet need and met need for contraception, and the demand for contraception
satisfied for women who are currently married or in union. The same table is reproduced in Table 3.4 for women who
are not currently married or in union.

Unmet need for spacing is defined as the percentage of women who are married or in union and are not using a
method of contraception and



e are not pregnant, and not postpartum amenorrheic®, and are fecund®, and say they want to wait two or more
years for their next birth OR

e are not pregnant, and not postpartum amenorrheic, and are fecund, and unsure whether they want another
child OR

e are pregnant, and say that pregnancy was mistimed: would have wanted to wait OR

e are postpartum amenorrheic, and say that the birth was mistimed: would have wanted to wait.

Unmet need for limiting is defined as percentage of women who are married or in union and are not using a method of
contraception and

e are not pregnant, and not postpartum amenorrheic, and are fecund, and say they do not want any more
children OR

e are pregnant, and say they did not want to have a child OR

e are postpartum amenorrheic, and say that they did not want the birth.

Total unmet need for contraception is the sum of unmet need for spacing and unmet need for limiting.

Met need for limiting includes women married or in union who are using (or whose partner is using) a contraceptive
methode, and who want no more children, are using male or female sterilization, or declare themselves as infecund.
Met need for spacing includes women who are using (or whose partner is using) a contraceptive method, and who
want to have another child, or are undecided whether to have another child. Summing the met need for spacing and
limiting results in the total met need for contraception.

Using information on contraception and unmet need, the percentage of demand for contraception satisfied is also
estimated from the LSIS Il data. The percentage of demand satisfied is defined as the proportion of women currently
married or in union who are currently using contraception, over the total demand for contraception. The total demand
for contraception includes women who currently have an unmet need (for spacing or limiting), plus those who are
currently using contraception.

Percentage of demand for family planning satisfied with modern methods is one of the indicators used to track
progress toward the Sustainable Development Goal, Target 3.7, on ensuring universal access to sexual and reproductive
health-care services, including for family planning, information and education, and the integration of reproductive
health into national strategies and programmes.

* A woman is postpartum amenorrheic if she had a birth in last two years and is not currently pregnant, and her menstrual period
has not returned since the birth of the last child
® A woman is considered infecund if she is neither pregnant nor postpartum amenorrheic, and
(1a) has not had menstruation for at least six months, or (1b) never menstruated, or (1c) her last menstruation occurred
before her last birth, or (1d) in menopause/has had hysterectomy OR
(2) She declares that she has had hysterectomy, or that she has never menstruated, or that she is menopausal, or that she
has been trying to get pregnant for 2 or more years without result in response to questions on why she thinks she is not
physically able to get pregnant at the time of survey OR
(3) She declares she cannot get pregnant when asked about desire for future birth OR
(4) She has not had a birth in the preceding 5 years, is currently not using contraception and is currently married and was
continuously married during the last 5 years preceding the survey.
®1n this chapter, whenever reference is made to the use of a contraceptive by a woman, this may refer to her partner using a
contraceptive method (such as male condom).
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6.4 ANTENATAL CARE

The antenatal period presents important opportunities for reaching pregnant women with a number of interventions
that may be vital to their health and well-being and that of their infants. For example, antenatal care can be used to
inform women and families about risks and symptoms in pregnancy and about the risks of labour and delivery, and
therefore it may provide the route for ensuring that pregnant women do, in practice, deliver with the assistance of a
skilled health care provider. Antenatal visits also provide an opportunity to supply information on birth spacing, which
is recognized as an important factor in improving infant survival.

WHO recommends a minimum of eight antenatal visits based on a review of the effectiveness of different models of
antenatal care. WHO guidelines are specific on the content on antenatal care visits, which include:

e Blood pressure measurement

e Urine testing for bacteriuria and proteinuria

e Blood testing to detect syphilis and severe anaemia
o Weight/height measurement (optional).

It is of crucial importance for pregnant women to start attending antenatal care visits as early in pregnancy as possible
and ideally have the first visit during the first trimester in order to prevent and detect pregnancy conditions that could
affect both the woman and her baby. Antenatal care should continue throughout the entire pregnancy.

Antenatal care is a tracer indicator of the Reproductive and Maternal Health Dimension of SDG 3.8 Universal Health
Coverage. The type of personnel providing antenatal care to women age 15-49 years who gave birth in the two years
preceding the survey is presented in Table TM.4.1.



Table TM.4.1: Antenatal care coverage

Percent distribution of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last two years by antenatal care provider during the pregnancy for the last birth, Lao PDR, 2017
Provider of antenatal care” Percentage
of women Number
age 15-49 of
years who women
were with a
attended at live birth
Traditional Community No least once by in the
Medical Nurse/ Auxiliary birth health Other/ antenatal skilled health last two
doctor Midwife nurse attendant worker Missing care Total personnell’B years
Total 58.6 18.2 1.6 0.0 3.5 0.2 17.9  100.0 78.4 4,231
Area
Urban 79.6 13.4 0.4 0.0 0.4 0.3 6.0 100.0 93.3 1,149
Rural 50.7 19.9 2.1 0.0 4.7 0.1 224  100.0 72.8 3,082
Rural with road 53.7 20.8 1.9 0.0 4.0 0.1 19.5  100.0 76.4 2,556
Rural without road 36.4 15.7 33 0.2 8.0 0.2 36.3  100.0 55.4 526
Region
North 55.1 20.7 2.3 0.1 4.0 0.0 17.7 100.0 78.1 1,375
Central 63.5 16.0 1.3 0.0 3.8 0.3 15.1 100.0 80.8 1,963
South 53.0 19.0 15 0.0 2.0 0.1 24.4 100.0 73.4 894
Province
Vientiane Capital 92.8 2.2 0.0 0.0 1.2 0.3 3.5  100.0 94.9 418
Phongsaly 35.2 6.4 11.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 46.9  100.0 53.1 127
Luangnamtha 21.2 56.1 11.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 10.7  100.0 88.3 112
Oudomxay 58.2 20.1 0.0 0.0 8.5 0.0 13.3 100.0 78.2 267
Bokeo 46.5 323 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 21.2 100.0 78.8 141
Luangprabang 47.1 30.8 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.0 215  100.0 77.9 314
Huaphanh 59.7 8.9 2.5 0.2 15.1 0.0 13.5  100.0 71.2 202
Xayabury 94.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.6  100.0 94.4 211
Xiengkhuang 56.3 2.8 6.1 0.0 20.0 0.0 14.8  100.0 65.2 219
Vientiane 72.3 14.1 0.4 0.0 0.4 0.0 12.8  100.0 86.8 302
Borikhamxay 41.0 48.1 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.0  100.0 90.0 196
Khammuane 60.9 14.5 0.5 0.0 2.5 1.9 19.8 100.0 75.9 243
Savannakhet 46.2 24.3 0.3 0.0 3.7 0.0 25.5 100.0 70.8 503
Saravane 36.2 25.3 3.8 0.0 1.0 0.3 334 100.0 65.3 326
Sekong 50.8 12.1 0.3 0.0 7.2 0.0 29.6  100.0 63.2 92
Champasack 73.5 7.8 0.0 0.0 2.1 0.0 16.6 100.0 81.3 383
Attapeu 29.5 49.4 0.5 0.0 0.5 0.0 20.2 100.0 79.3 94
Xaysomboune 69.2 5.5 6.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 18.6 100.0 81.4 82
Education
None or ECE 29.3 18.8 1.4 0.0 3.2 0.1 47.1 100.0 49.5 781
Primary 54.2 20.3 2.0 0.1 4.5 0.1 18.8  100.0 76.5 1,598
Lower secondary 67.7 18.0 1.8 0.0 4.2 0.0 8.2 100.0 87.6 958
Upper secondary 79.9 13.9 1.6 0.1 1.6 0.0 2.8 100.0 95.5 386
Post secondary / Non tertiary 84.3 13.4 0.5 0.0 1.6 0.0 0.3 100.0 98.1 127
Higher 83.5 14.0 0.7 0.0 0.8 1.0 0.1  100.0 98.2 381
Age at giving birth
Less than 20 51.4 21.7 1.7 0.0 4.4 0.2 20.8 100.0 74.7 701
20-34 60.8 17.7 1.8 0.0 34 0.1 16.2  100.0 80.3 3,152
35-49 53.2 15.8 0.3 0.3 3.0 0.3 27.2 100.0 69.2 378
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 72.2 16.1 11 0.0 2.5 0.2 7.9 100.0 89.4 2,365
Mon-Khmer 39.7 24.4 2.7 0.1 4.8 0.1 28.2 100.0 66.8 1,087
Hmong-Mien 45.4 14.7 1.2 0.0 6.0 0.0 32.7 100.0 61.3 608
Chinese-Tibetan 28.6 19.3 5.9 0.0 0.4 0.0 45.7  100.0 53.9 126
Other, DK, Missing (59.4) (16.9) (1.3) (0.0) (0.6) (2.4) (19.3) 100.0 (77.6) 45
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 30.2 19.1 2.4 0.1 4.8 0.1 43.3  100.0 51.7 1,081
Second 48.3 22.7 3.0 0.0 6.4 0.0 19.5  100.0 74.0 904
Middle 65.4 21.6 1.3 0.0 29 0.0 8.9 100.0 88.3 789
Fourth 77.9 15.3 0.5 0.0 1.5 0.5 4.4  100.0 93.7 731
Richest 86.9 10.2 0.2 0.0 0.8 0.3 1.6 100.0 97.3 725
1 MICS indicator TM.5a - Antenatal care coverage (at least once by skilled health personnel)
” Only the most qualified provider is considered in cases where more than one provider was reported.
5 Skilled providers include Medical doctor, Nurse/Midwife and Auxilliary nurse.
() Figures that are based on 25 — 49 unweighted cases
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The coverage of key services that pregnant women are expected to receive during antenatal care are shown in Table
T™.4.3.

Table TM.4.3: Content of antenatal care

Percentage of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last two years who, at least once, had their blood pressure measured, urine sample
taken, and blood sample taken as part of antenatal care, during the pregnancy for the last birth, Lao PDR, 2017
Percentage of women who, during the pregnancy
of their last birth, had: Number of
women
Blood pressure with a live
Blood measured, urine birth in the
Blood pressure Urine sample sample and blood sample last two
measured taken taken taken® years
Total 64.5 36.9 40.2 29.2 4,231
Area
Urban 83.4 52.9 66.5 48.7 1,149
Rural 57.5 30.9 304 21.9 3,082
Rural with road 60.2 32.6 325 235 2,556
Rural without road 441 22.8 20.1 14.4 526
Region
North 56.8 39.0 35.6 25.0 1,375
Central 73.9 38.7 46.0 345 1,963
South 55.7 29.9 34,5 24.0 894
Province
Vientiane Capital 94.3 87.5 91.8 86.5 418
Phongsaly 39.7 18.6 21.2 9.5 127
Luangnamtha 58.7 31.6 30.7 15.6 112
Oudomxay 55.9 17.9 16.4 5.7 267
Bokeo 67.7 48.0 59.9 43.3 141
Luangprabang 36.4 36.3 253 16.9 314
Huaphanh 62.6 41.2 38.9 26.5 202
Xayabury 85.0 77.7 67.1 62.4 211
Xiengkhuang 83.6 25.8 41.9 20.3 219
Vientiane 72.5 41.7 42.2 29.6 302
Borikhamxay 79.1 15.9 27.9 11.9 196
Khammuane 64.9 19.8 26.9 15.0 243
Savannakhet 57.1 24.6 34.1 23.0 503
Saravane 45.1 16.2 24.3 13.6 326
Sekong 64.6 29.0 18.2 16.0 92
Champasack 61.5 42.6 48.5 37.0 383
Attapeu 60.6 26.6 28.5 15.1 94
Xaysomboune 64.8 9.2 10.6 6.6 82
Education
None or ECE 35.0 14.4 13.6 7.9 781
Primary 59.5 34.6 33.6 24.9 1,598
Lower secondary 74.5 43.0 45.8 34.9 958
Upper secondary 84.8 46.5 62.1 41.5 386
Post secondary / Non tertiary 86.6 54.6 67.6 49.7 127
Higher 92.6 61.8 76.9 57.4 381
Age at giving birth
Less than 20 59.5 29.5 30.4 20.1 701
20-34 66.3 38.2 42.1 30.7 3,152
35-49 59.3 40.2 42.2 333 378
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 77.6 46.7 55.8 41.4 2,365
Mon-Khmer 48.2 26.3 18.4 13.8 1,087
Hmong-Mien 49.7 22.4 22.7 133 608
Chinese-Tibetan 34.9 16.5 21.9 9.4 126
Other, DK, Missing (54.5) (34.6) (34.0) (31.3) 45
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 36.4 18.1 13.5 8.9 1,081
Second 54.7 24.1 22.2 15.0 904
Middle 71.2 35.7 40.5 26.7 789
Fourth 84.4 52.0 62.9 46.6 731
Richest 91.4 67.1 79.2 62.4 725
* MICS indicator TM.6 - Content of antenatal care®
® For HIV testing and counseling during antenatal care, please refer to table TM.11.5
() Figures that are based on 25 — 49 unweighted cases
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6.5 NEONATAL TETANUS

Tetanus immunization during pregnancy can be life-saving for both the mother and the infant. SDG 3.1 aims at reducing
by 2030 the global maternal mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,000 live births. Eliminating maternal tetanus is one
affected strategy to achieve SDG target.

The strategy for preventing maternal and neonatal tetanus is to ensure that all pregnant women receive at least two
doses of tetanus toxoid vaccine. If a woman has not received at least two doses of tetanus toxoid during a particular
pregnancy, she (and her newborn) are also considered to be protected against tetanus if the woman:

e Received at least two doses of tetanus toxoid vaccine, the last within the previous 3 years;

e Received at least 3 doses, the last within the previous 5 years;

e Received at least 4 doses, the last within the previous 10 years;

e Received 5 or more doses anytime during her life.”

To assess the status of tetanus vaccination coverage, women who had a live birth during the two years before the
survey were asked if they had received tetanus toxoid injections during the pregnancy for their most recent birth, and if
so, how many. Women who did not receive two or more tetanus toxoid vaccinations during this recent pregnancy were
then asked about tetanus toxoid vaccinations they may have previously received. Interviewers also asked women to
present their vaccination card on which dates of tetanus toxoid are recorded and referred to information from the
cards when available.

Table TM.5.1 shows the protection status from tetanus of women who have had a live birth within the last 2 years.

7 Deming, M.S. et al. 2002. Tetanus toxoid coverage as an indicator of serological protection against neonatal tetanus. Bulletin of the
World Health Organization 80(9):696-703
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‘ Table TM.5.1: Neonatal tetanus protection

Percentage of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last 2 years protected against neonatal tetanus, Lao PDR, 2017
Percentage of women who did not receive two or more
doses during last pregnancy but received:
Percentage of 3 doses, 4 doses,
women who 2 doses, the the last the last Number of
received at least last within within within Protected women with a
2 doses during prior 3 prior 5 prior 10 5 or more doses against live birth in the
last pregnancy years years years during lifetime tetanus’ last 2 years
Total 28.7 11.4 2.3 4.2 2.3 48.9 4,231
Area
Urban 31.9 135 2.0 4.3 2.3 54.1 1,149
Rural 27.5 10.6 2.5 4.1 2.3 47.0 3,082
Rural with road 29.3 10.7 2.3 4.0 2.3 48.6 2,556
Rural without road 19.0 10.0 34 4.9 2.1 39.3 526
Region
North 25.0 10.1 3.4 6.5 2.7 47.8 1,375
Central 31.8 10.8 1.2 2.2 1.4 47.4 1,963
South 27.7 14.6 3.2 4.8 3.6 53.8 894
Province
Vientiane Capital 32.2 16.1 0.0 0.5 0.7 49.4 418
Phongsaly 141 15.3 34 6.7 0.9 40.4 127
Luangnamtha 27.5 6.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 33.7 112
Oudomxay 235 7.0 0.7 1.4 0.8 333 267
Bokeo 18.0 18.6 2.1 7.0 0.5 46.2 141
Luangprabang 40.5 6.4 2.5 1.7 31 54.2 314
Huaphanh 12.5 13.9 8.7 15.7 8.2 59.0 202
Xayabury 26.0 9.4 5.7 14.7 34 59.1 211
Xiengkhuang 13.4 10.2 4.5 89 3.2 40.2 219
Vientiane 52.1 15.5 1.2 0.8 0.0 69.6 302
Borikhamxay 33.8 11.6 2.6 4.7 3.0 55.9 196
Khammuane 38.8 7.2 1.6 33 3.8 54.7 243
Savannakhet 26.9 5.5 0.3 0.4 0.4 33.6 503
Saravane 10.4 13.7 6.6 8.8 4.7 44.1 326
Sekong 22.4 2.9 2.9 6.9 2.8 37.9 92
Champasack 39.8 17.4 0.2 0.8 31 61.3 383
Attapeu 43.5 17.6 3.7 5.4 2.5 72.8 94
Xaysomboune 8.8 9.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 17.8 82
Mother’s education
None or ECE 18.3 6.2 13 24 1.9 30.1 781
Primary 29.4 11.9 2.3 3.7 2.6 49.8 1,598
Lower secondary 33.0 9.5 2.8 4.4 2.0 51.8 958
Upper secondary 31.6 15.2 3.7 3.1 2.0 55.5 386
Post secondary / Non tertiary 36.2 17.2 4.4 6.8 1.2 65.7 127
Higher 31.2 18.6 1.5 9.4 3.2 64.0 381
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 30.6 13.9 2.6 4.9 2.9 55.0 2,365
Mon-Khmer 29.0 8.1 1.8 31 2.1 44.2 1,087
Hmong-Mien 21.2 8.0 2.4 3.5 0.6 35.6 608
Chinese-Tibetan 20.2 9.3 1.9 3.3 0.4 35.2 126
Other, DK, Missing (51.5) (7.0) (0.0) (0.0) (0.0) (58.6) 45
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 18.9 6.4 1.8 3.7 1.6 324 1,081
Second 30.3 8.7 3.8 4.1 3.0 49.9 904
Middle 31.5 13.8 2.2 3.6 2.9 54.1 789
Fourth 33.1 14.0 2.3 5.2 1.7 56.3 731
Richest 34.0 16.8 1.5 4.5 2.3 59.1 725
1 MICS indicator TM.7 - Neonatal tetanus protection
() Figures that are based on 25 — 49 unweighted cases
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6.6 DELIVERY CARE

Increasing the proportion of births that are delivered in health facilities is an important factor in reducing the health
risks to both the mother and the baby. Proper medical attention and hygienic conditions during delivery can reduce the
risks of complications and infection that can cause morbidity and mortality to either the mother or the baby. Table
TM.6.1 presents the percent distribution of women age 15-49 who had a live birth in the two years preceding the
survey by place of delivery, and the percentage of births delivered in a health facility, according to background
characteristics.

Table TM.6.1: Place of delivery
Percent distribution of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last two years by place of delivery of their last birth, Lao PDR, 2017

Place of delivery Delivered Number of women
Health facility in health with a live birth in the
Public sector Private sector Home Other Total facility’ last two years
Total 62.9 1.7 34.5 1.0 100.0 64.5 4,231
Area
Urban 84.6 33 11.0 1.1 100.0 87.9 1,149
Rural 54.8 1.0 43.2 1.0 100.0 55.8 3,082
Rural with road 58.5 1.1 39.8 0.7 100.0 59.6 2,556
Rural without road 36.8 0.8 59.9 2.5 100.0 37.7 526
Region
North 62.4 11 35.7 0.9 100.0 63.5 1,375
Central 69.3 1.9 28.0 0.7 100.0 71.2 1,963
South 49.5 1.9 46.8 1.8 100.0 51.4 894
Province
Vientiane Capital 90.4 5.8 33 0.5 100.0 96.2 418
Phongsaly 37.4 0.9 61.7 0.0 100.0 38.3 127
Luangnamtha 70.1 1.5 28.4 0.0 100.0 71.6 112
Oudomxay 58.2 0.5 40.3 1.1 100.0 58.7 267
Bokeo 64.4 4.8 29.0 1.8 100.0 69.2 141
Luangprabang 68.8 0.0 29.5 1.7 100.0 68.8 314
Huaphanh 55.4 0.4 43.8 0.4 100.0 55.8 202
Xayabury 74.5 1.6 23.9 0.0 100.0 76.1 211
Xiengkhuang 67.1 0.0 32.6 0.4 100.0 67.1 219
Vientiane 63.6 1.4 34.9 0.0 100.0 65.1 302
Borikhamxay 76.3 1.9 20.5 13 100.0 78.2 196
Khammuane 56.3 1.7 41.1 1.0 100.0 58.0 243
Savannakhet 60.1 0.4 38.4 1.2 100.0 60.4 503
Saravane 53.4 0.6 43.4 2.6 100.0 54.0 326
Sekong 50.9 0.4 46.7 2.1 100.0 51.3 92
Champasack 48.2 3.6 471 1.2 100.0 51.8 383
Attapeu 40.4 0.5 57.4 1.7 100.0 40.9 94
Xaysomboune 66.7 0.0 329 0.4 100.0 66.7 82
Education
None or ECE 36.2 0.4 61.9 1.6 100.0 36.6 781
Primary 56.2 1.2 415 1.1 100.0 57.4 1,598
Lower secondary 71.3 2.1 25.7 0.9 100.0 73.4 958
Upper secondary 85.6 1.7 11.9 0.7 100.0 87.4 386
Post secondary / Non tertiary 92.3 1.3 6.4 0.0 100.0 93.6 127
Higher 91.5 5.0 31 0.3 100.0 96.5 381
Age at giving birth
Less than 20 56.6 0.4 42.0 1.0 100.0 57.0 701
20-34 65.3 1.9 321 0.8 100.0 67.1 3,152
35-49 54.7 2.1 40.6 2.6 100.0 56.8 378
Number of antenatal care visits
None 12.7 0.2 85.0 2.2 100.0 12.8 759
1-3 visits 56.6 0.9 41.9 0.5 100.0 57.5 815
4+ visits 79.4 2.3 17.6 0.8 100.0 81.7 2,632
8+ visits 87.9 3.4 7.2 1.5 100.0 91.3 647
DK/Missing (*) (*) (*) (*) 100.0 (*) 25
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 75.2 2.5 21.4 0.9 100.0 77.7 2,365
Mon-Khmer 48.6 0.4 49.5 1.5 100.0 49.0 1,087
Hmong-Mien 46.1 0.6 53.0 0.3 100.0 46.7 608
Chinese-Tibetan 40.8 2.0 57.2 0.0 100.0 42.8 126
Other, DK, Missing (50.0) (0.0) (43.1) (6.8) 100.0 (50.0) 45
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 33.6 0.3 64.5 1.6 100.0 33.9 1,081
Second 52.8 0.4 46.3 0.5 100.0 53.2 904
Middle 70.5 1.8 26.9 0.7 100.0 723 789
Fourth 83.9 1.4 14.0 0.7 100.0 85.3 731
Richest 89.7 5.3 37 1.3 100.0 95.0 725

! MICS indicator TM.8 - Institutional deliveries

() Figures that are based on 25 — 49 unweighted cases
(*) Figures are not shown, based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases
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About three quarters of all maternal deaths occur due to direct obstetric causes.® The single most critical intervention
for safe motherhood is to ensure that a competent health worker with midwifery skills is present at every birth, and in
case of emergency that transport is available to a referral facility for obstetric care. The skilled attendant at delivery
indicator is used to track progress toward the Sustainable Development Goal 3.1 of reducing maternal mortality and it
is SDG indicator 3.1.2.

The LSIS Il included a number of questions to assess the proportion of births attended by a skilled attendant. According
to the revised definitiong, skilled health personnel, as referenced by SDG indicator 3.1.2, are competent maternal and
newborn health professionals educated, trained and regulated to national and international standards. They are
competent to: (i) provide and promote evidence-based, human-rights-based, quality, socio-culturally sensitive and
dignified care to women and their newborns; (ii) facilitate physiological processes during labour to ensure clean and
safe birth; and (iii) identify and manage or refer women and/or newborns with complications. In addition, as part of an
integrated team of maternal and newborn health professionals (including midwives, nurses, obstetricians,
paediatricians and anaesthesiologists), they perform all signal functions of emergency maternal and newborn care to
optimize the health and well-being of mothers and newborns. Within an enabling environment, midwives trained to
International Confederation of Midwives standards can provide almost all of the essential care needed for women and
newborns. A skilled attendant in Lao PDR includes a doctor, nurse, midwife and auxiliary midwife.

n Table TM.6.2 presents information on assistance during delivery. This table also shows information on women who

delivered by caesarean section (C-section) and provides additional information on the timing of the decision to conduct
a C-section (before labour pains began or after) in order to better assess if such decisions are mostly driven by medical
or non—medical reasons.

8 Say, L et al. 2014. Global causes of maternal death: a WHO systematic analysis. The Lancet Global Health 2(6): e323-33. DOI:
10.1016/52214-109X(14)70227-X

° Defining competent maternal and newborn health professionals. Background document to the joint statement by WHO, UNFPA,
UNICEF, ICM, ICN, FIGO and IPA: Definition of skilled health personnel providing care during childbirth. 2018
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6.7 BIRTHWEIGHT

Weight at birth is a good indicator not only of a mother's health and nutritional status but also the newborn's chances
for survival, growth, long-term health and psychosocial development. Low birth weight (defined as less than 2,500
grams) carries a range of grave health risks for children. Babies who were undernourished in the womb face a greatly
increased risk of dying during their early days, months and years. Those who survive may have impaired immune
function and increased risk of disease; they are likely to remain undernourished, with reduced muscle strength,
throughout their lives, and suffer a higher incidence of diabetes and heart disease in later life. Children born with low
birth weight also risk a lower IQ and cognitive disabilities, affecting their performance in school and their job
opportunities as adults.

In the developing world, low birth weight stems primarily from the mother's poor health and nutrition. Three factors
have most impact: the mother's poor nutritional status before conception, short stature (due mostly to under nutrition
and infections during her childhood), and poor nutrition during pregnancy. Inadequate weight gain during pregnancy is
particularly important since it accounts for a large proportion of foetal growth retardation. Moreover, diseases such as
diarrhoea and malaria, which are common in many developing countries, can significantly impair foetal growth if the
mother becomes infected while pregnant.

In the industrialized world, cigarette smoking during pregnancy is the leading cause of low birth weight. In developed
and developing countries alike, teenagers who give birth when their own bodies have yet to finish growing run a higher
risk of bearing low birth weight babies.

One of the major challenges in measuring the incidence of low birth weight is that more than half of infants in the
developing world are not weighed at birth. In the past, most estimates of low birth weight for developing countries
were based on data compiled from health facilities. However, these estimates are biased for most developing countries
because the majority of newborns are not delivered in facilities, and those who are represent only a selected sample of
all births.

Because many infants are not weighed at birth and those who are weighed may be a biased sample of all births, the
reported birth weights usually cannot be used to estimate the prevalence of low birth weight among all children.
Therefore, the percentage of births weighing below 2500 grams is estimated from two items in the questionnaire: the
mother’s assessment of the child’s size at birth (i.e., very small, smaller than average, average, larger than average, very
large) and the mother’s recall of the child’s weight or the weight as recorded on a health card if the child was weighed
at birth.® Table TM.7.1 presents information on infants weighted at birth.

Table TM.7.1: Infants weighed at birth

Percentage of last live-born children in the last two years weighed at birth, by source of information, and percentage of those weighed at birth estimated to have
weighed below 2,500 grams at birth, by source of information, Lao PDR, 2017
Percentage of weighed live births recorded
Percentage of live births Number of last below 2,500 grams Number of last live-born
weighed at birth: live-born children (crude low birth-weight)B: children in the last two
From From in the last two years with a recorded or
card recall Total"* years From card From recall Total recalled birthweight
Total 323 35.0 67.4 4,231 2.4 4.0 6.5 2,853
Area
Urban 50.3 40.6 91.1 1,149 4.5 3.2 7.9 1,046
Rural 25.6 32.9 58.6 3,082 1.7 43 6.0 1,807
Rural with road 27.7 34.4 62.3 2,556 1.9 4.3 6.3 1,593
Rural without road 15.1 25.3 40.6 526 0.5 4.2 4.6 214
Region
North 28.8 38.6 67.5 1,375 2.0 4.4 6.4 928
Central 40.5 33.5 74.2 1,963 3.2 3.5 6.8 1,456
South 19.6 32.5 52.5 894 1.5 4.4 6.1 469
(Continued...)

% For a detailed description of the methodology, see Boerma, JT et al. 1996. Data on Birth Weight in Developing Countries: Can
Surveys Help? Bulletin of the World Health Organization 74(2): 209-16.

110



Table TM.7.1 (continued): Infants weighed at birth

Percentage of last live-born children in the last two years weighed at birth, by source of information, and percentage of those weighed at birth estimated to have
weighed below 2,500 grams at birth, by source of information, Lao PDR, 2017
Number of Percentage of weighed live births )
Percentage of live births last live- recorded below 2,500 grams (crude Number of Iasjc live-
weighed at birth: born low birth-weight)®: born children in the
children in last two years with a
From From the last two From From recorded or recalled
card recall Total™* years card recall Total birthweight
Province
Vientiane Capital 63.0 33.6 96.6 418 4.4 2.5 6.8 404
Phongsaly 7.5 32.5 40.4 127 0.4 2.7 31 51
Luangnamtha 433 32.6 75.9 112 1.6 1.4 3.0 85
Oudomxay 27.2 35.6 62.7 267 1.9 4.7 6.6 168
Bokeo 334 34.6 68.0 141 1.1 3.9 5.0 96
Luangprabang 35.0 39.0 74.4 314 2.2 4.1 6.3 234
Huaphanh 12.7 41.0 53.7 202 2.2 54 7.6 108
Xayabury 39.2 49.0 88.2 211 3.2 6.6 9.9 186
Xiengkhuang 231 47.0 70.0 219 1.4 2.8 4.2 154
Vientiane 38.7 30.6 69.7 302 1.4 4.5 6.3 210
Borikhamxay 53.6 28.4 81.9 196 4.6 2.6 7.2 160
Khammuane 30.4 335 63.9 243 2.8 4.8 7.6 155
Savannakhet 28.5 34.1 63.0 503 34 4.4 7.8 317
Saravane 13.1 38.7 51.8 326 1.7 4.4 6.1 169
Sekong 121 39.8 51.8 92 0.8 7.1 7.9 47
Champasack 27.9 25.9 54.7 383 11 3.7 5.3 209
Attapeu 15.7 30.8 46.6 94 3.1 4.4 7.5 44
Xaysomboune 51.0 16.7 67.7 82 5.1 0.6 5.7 56
Mother’s education
None or ECE 124 24.4 37.0 781 1.7 4.2 6.1 289
Primary 26.3 34.5 61.0 1,598 1.9 4.3 6.2 974
Lower secondary 40.5 37.1 77.9 958 3.1 4.3 7.6 746
Upper secondary 50.6 39.9 90.5 386 2.6 2.9 5.4 349
Post secondary / Non tertiary 42.9 51.2 94.0 127 3.7 2.3 6.0 119
Higher 55.2 42.7 98.4 381 3.9 3.3 7.3 375
Mother's age at birth
Less than 20 years 253 335 58.8 701 2.8 4.1 6.9 412
20-34 years 33.9 36.0 70.1 3,152 2.5 4.0 6.6 2,211
35-49 years 32.2 28.9 61.0 378 1.1 4.1 5.2 231
Place of delivery
Home 1.7 10.9 12.6 1,459 0.3 2.2 2.5 184
Health facility 48.8 47.9 97.0 2,730 3.6 4.9 8.6 2,648
Public 48.8 47.9 97.0 2,660 3.7 4.9 8.7 2,580
Private 50.3 46.8 97.2 70 1.8 34 5.2 68
Other/DK/Missing (*) (*) (*) (*) (*) (*) (*) 21
Birth order
1 42.1 38.4 80.7 1,315 3.9 5.1 9.0 1,061
2-3 324 35.8 68.3 2,074 2.1 3.0 5.2 1,417
4-5 20.4 30.9 51.6 556 0.9 5.2 6.5 286
6+ 9.4 21.1 31.0 286 0.9 34 4.8 89
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 415 39.6 81.3 2,365 3.0 4.1 7.2 1,924
Mon-Khmer 21.2 30.2 51.4 1,087 2.1 51 7.2 559
Hmong-Mien 19.7 27.9 47.8 608 1.3 2.3 3.8 291
Chinese-Tibetan 18.1 26.0 44.5 126 0.3 2.5 2.8 56
Other, DK, Missing *) (*) (*) (*) (*) *) (*) 24
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 10.5 24.2 347 1,081 1.3 34 4.7 375
Second 20.3 36.0 56.5 904 2.2 4.5 6.9 511
Middle 35.9 38.0 74.6 789 3.1 3.7 7.0 589
Fourth 49.9 413 91.4 731 2.2 5.7 7.9 668
Richest 58.0 40.0 98.0 725 4.0 2.8 6.8 711
2 MICS indicator TM.11 - Infants weighed at birth
"The indicator includes children that were reported weighed at birth, but with no actual birthweight recorded or recalled
® The values here are as recorded on card or as reported by respondent. The total crude low birth-weight typically requires adjustment for missing birth-weights, as
well as heaping, particularly at exactly 2,500 gram. The results presented here cannot be considered to represent the precise rate of low birth-weight (very likely an
underestimate) and therefore not reported as a MICS indicator.
(*) Figures are not shown, based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases
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6.8 POSTNATAL CARE

The time of birth and immediately after is a critical window of opportunity to deliver lifesaving interventions for both
the mother and newborn. Across the world, approximately 3 million newborns annually die in the first month of life™*
and the majority of these deaths occur within a day or two of birth'?, which is also the time when the majority of
maternal deaths occur™.

The Post-natal Health Checks (PNC) module includes information on newborns’ and mothers’ contact with a provider,
and specific questions on content of care. Measuring contact alone is important as PNC programmes scale up, it is
important to measure the coverage of that scale up and ensure that the platform for providing essential services is in
place. Content is considered more difficult to measure, particularly because the respondent is asked to recall services
delivered up to two years preceding the interview.

The post-natal period begins immediately after birth and extends for about six weeks. It is a time when the mother’s
body returns to how it was before pregnancy. A large proportion of maternal and neonatal deaths occur during the 48
hours after delivery, and these first two days following delivery are critical for monitoring complications arising from
the delivery. Thus, post-natal care (PNC) is important for both the mother and the child, not only to treat complications
arising from the delivery, but also to provide the mother with important information on how to care for herself and her
child.

Table TM.8.1 presents the percent distribution of women age 15-49 who gave birth in a health facility in the two years
preceding the survey by duration of stay in the facility following the delivery, according to background characteristics.

uN Interagency Group for Child Mortality Estimation. 2013. Levels and Trends in Child Mortality: Report 2013
12 Lawn, JE et al. 2005. 4 million neonatal deaths: When? Where? Why? Lancet 2005; 365:891-900.
13 WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA, The World Bank. 2012. Trends in Maternal Mortality: 1990-2010. World Health Organization.
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Table TM.8.1: Post-partum stay in health facility

Percent distribution of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last two years who had their last birth delivered in a health facility by duration of

stay in health facility, Lao PDR, 2017

Duration of stay in health facility

Number of women
who had their last

3 days birth delivered in a
Less than 6-11 12-23 1-2 or DK/ 12 hours or health facility in
6 hours hours hours days more Missing Total more’ the last 2 years
Total 19.6 7.9 33 52.7 16.3 0.1 100.0 72.4 2,730
Area
Urban 114 7.5 4.0 54.4 22.7 0.0 100.0 81.1 1,009
Rural 24.4 8.2 3.0 51.7 12.5 0.2 100.0 67.2 1,721
Rural with road 24.7 7.7 3.1 52.1 12.4 0.1 100.0 67.5 1,522
Rural without road 22.2 12.3 2.2 49.2 13.7 0.4 100.0 65.1 198
Region
North 12.8 7.7 1.8 62.7 15.0 0.0 100.0 79.5 873
Central 21.6 6.5 4.2 50.2 17.3 0.2 100.0 71.7 1,398
South 26.3 12.8 3.8 41.3 15.7 0.0 100.0 60.8 459
Province
Vientiane Capital 2.3 1.7 5.1 59.2 31.7 0.0 100.0 95.9 402
Phongsaly 39.1 15.5 0.0 41.6 3.8 0.0 100.0 45.4 49
Luangnamtha 24.4 14.2 5.9 47.0 8.5 0.0 100.0 61.4 80
Oudomxay 24.0 12.9 3.2 50.4 9.4 0.0 100.0 63.1 157
Bokeo 5.2 37 2.5 65.6 23.1 0.0 100.0 91.1 98
Luangprabang 3.7 7.3 1.0 724 15.6 0.0 100.0 89.0 216
Huaphanh 11.9 5.1 1.1 71.4 10.5 0.0 100.0 83.0 113
Xayabury 5.6 1.9 0.0 67.9 24.6 0.0 100.0 92.4 161
Xiengkhuang 17.3 7.1 5.9 55.8 13.4 0.5 100.0 75.1 147
Vientiane 29.7 3.6 0.6 54.6 10.5 1.0 100.0 65.7 196
Borikhamxay 23.8 15.7 5.7 44.7 10.1 0.0 100.0 60.5 153
Khammuane 20.9 9.1 2.8 46.8 20.4 0.0 100.0 70.0 141
Savannakhet 38.1 8.7 4.9 40.1 8.2 0.0 100.0 53.2 304
Saravane 11.9 9.8 4.1 61.3 13.0 0.0 100.0 78.4 176
Sekong 26.2 3.8 0.0 50.6 19.4 0.0 100.0 70.0 47
Champasack 36.2 17.4 4.4 25.2 16.8 0.0 100.0 46.4 198
Attapeu 41.7 14.3 4.4 21.5 18.0 0.0 100.0 44.0 38
Xaysomboune 50.7 4.9 0.5 34.5 9.4 0.0 100.0 44.4 55
Education
None or ECE 34.0 8.9 3.2 46.7 7.3 0.0 100.0 57.1 286
Primary 22.3 9.3 3.0 51.1 14.0 0.3 100.0 68.2 917
Lower secondary 19.1 7.5 2.8 54.2 16.4 0.0 100.0 73.4 704
Upper secondary 15.6 7.6 4.9 56.8 15.2 0.0 100.0 76.9 337
Post secondary / Non tertiary 14.3 3.6 3.4 62.1 16.6 0.0 100.0 82.2 119
Higher 8.3 6.5 3.8 51.7 29.8 0.0 100.0 85.3 368
Age at giving birth
Less than 20 19.8 8.5 34 55.9 124 0.0 100.0 71.7 400
20-34 19.6 8.1 33 52.6 16.4 0.1 100.0 72.2 2,116
35-49 19.4 5.6 3.9 47.9 23.2 0.0 100.0 75.0 215
Type of health facility
Public 20.1 8.1 3.4 53.5 14.7 0.1 100.0 71.7 2,660
Private 0.0 1.7 0.0 21.1 77.2 0.0 100.0 98.3 70
Type of delivery
Vaginal birth 21.5 8.7 3.7 57.4 8.7 0.1 100.0 69.7 2,480
C-section 0.6 0.8 0.0 6.6 92.1 0.0 100.0 98.7 250
Ethno-linguistic group
of household head
Lao-Tai 17.0 7.5 3.8 52.7 18.9 0.1 100.0 75.4 1,837
Mon-Khmer 24.9 9.4 3.1 51.1 114 0.1 100.0 65.6 532
Hmong-Mien 25.3 6.0 1.6 56.6 10.5 0.0 100.0 68.7 284
Chinese-Tibetan 22.0 18.5 1.1 50.8 7.5 0.0 100.0 59.5 54
Other, DK, Missing (*) (*) (*) (*) (*) (*) 100.0 (*) 23
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 26.9 6.9 3.0 53.5 9.2 0.5 100.0 65.6 366
Second 31.3 8.7 2.4 47.8 9.8 0.0 100.0 60.0 481
Middle 23.9 9.4 3.4 50.0 13.3 0.0 100.0 66.8 571
Fourth 141 10.0 3.5 55.3 16.9 0.1 100.0 75.7 623
Richest 8.9 4.9 4.0 55.6 26.6 0.0 100.0 86.2 689

1 MICS indicator TM.12 - Post-partum stay in health facility

(*) Figures are not shown, based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases

113




Safe motherhood programmes recommend that all women and newborns receive a health check within two days of
delivery. To assess the extent of post-natal care utilization, women were asked whether they and their newborn
received a health check after the delivery, the timing of the first check, and the type of health provider for the woman’s
last birth in the two years preceding the survey.

Table TM.8.2 shows the percentage of newborns born in the last two years who received health checks and post-natal
care visits from any health provider after birth. Please note that health checks following birth while in facility or at
home refer to checks provided by any health provider regardless of timing (column 1), whereas post-natal care visits
refer to a separate visit to check on the health of the newborn and provide preventive care services and therefore do
not include health checks following birth while in facility or at home. The indicator Post-natal health checks includes any
health check after birth received while in the health facility and at home (column 1), regardless of timing, as well as PNC
visits within two days of delivery14 (columns 2, 3, and 4).

Table TM.8.2: Post-natal health checks for newborns

Percentage of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last two years whose last live birth received health checks while in facility or at home following birth,
percent distribution whose last live birth received post-natal care (PNC) visits from any health provider after birth, by timing of visit, and percentage who received
post natal health checks, Lao PDR, 2017
PNC visit for newborns® Number
of last
Health check No Post-natal live
following After the  post- health births in
birth while 1day 2 days 3-6days  firstweek natal check for the last
in facility or Same following  following  following  following care the two
at home” day birth birth birth birth visit Missing Total newborn™® years
Total 45.9 2.1 2.6 1.4 1.5 3.9 88.0 0.6 100.0 47.1 4,231
Sex of newborn
Male 46.2 2.1 2.3 1.2 1.8 4.3 87.5 0.9 100.0 47.3 2,223
Female 45.6 2.1 3.0 1.6 1.1 3.5 88.5 0.3 100.0 46.8 2,008
Area
Urban 67.9 2.5 33 2.4 2.6 6.2 82.2 0.8  100.0 69.1 1,149
Rural 37.7 1.9 2.4 1.0 1.0 3.1 90.1 0.5 100.0 38.8 3,082
Rural with road 40.4 1.8 2.7 1.1 1.0 3.3 89.4 0.6 100.0 41.5 2,556
Rural without road 24.9 2.1 0.9 0.7 1.0 1.8 93.5 0.0 100.0 25.9 526
Region
North 38.7 1.7 2.7 1.4 1.3 4.1 88.5 0.2 100.0 39.9 1,375
Central 51.7 2.6 2.5 1.3 1.6 4.2 87.0 0.9 100.0 529 1,963
South 44.4 1.5 2.7 1.5 13 3.0 89.3 0.7  100.0 45.2 894
Province
Vientiane Capital 83.8 2.4 4.2 3.2 4.1 8.1 77.2 0.9 100.0 84.2 418
Phongsaly 35.6 6.9 0.5 0.5 0.5 3.2 87.9 0.5 100.0 38.1 127
Luangnamtha 28.0 2.6 49 1.0 0.0 0.5 91.0 0.0 100.0 31.7 112
Oudomxay 14.4 2.9 1.9 0.6 0.7 0.4 93.6 0.0 100.0 15.4 267
Bokeo 51.4 0.0 0.8 0.4 2.0 3.8 93.0 0.0 100.0 51.8 141
Luangprabang 39.8 0.7 1.5 0.3 14 8.7 87.1 0.3 100.0 40.8 314
Huaphanh 35.1 0.4 5.0 0.4 0.0 4.6 89.6 0.0 100.0 36.0 202
Xayabury 70.5 0.4 4.8 6.4 4.2 4.5 79.2 0.5 100.0 71.1 211
Xiengkhuang 59.2 3.5 2.7 0.0 0.9 1.1 91.9 0.0 100.0 59.8 219
Vientiane 45.6 21 2.9 0.4 1.9 8.3 84.0 0.4  100.0 47.0 302
Borikhamxay 64.0 0.0 0.6 0.4 1.8 0.8 96.3 0.0 100.0 64.6 196
Khammuane 42.5 4.8 2.6 0.4 0.9 4.8 85.8 0.6 100.0 44.5 243
Savannakhet 27.5 24 1.4 1.5 0.3 1.4 91.0 1.9 100.0 29.6 503
Saravane 43.7 0.3 1.8 0.6 1.3 1.2 94.5 0.3 100.0 44.4 326
Sekong 38.6 0.4 0.7 0.7 1.2 0.8 95.7 0.4 100.0 39.3 92
Champasack 49.8 3.1 4.0 2.7 1.2 4.8 82.8 1.3 100.0 50.9 383
Attapeu 30.6 0.2 2.5 0.5 1.4 4.2 91.1 0.0 100.0 30.6 94
Xaysomboune 35.4 3.0 2.4 1.6 0.0 0.7 91.2 1.1 100.0 36.2 82
(Continued...)

14 PNC visits, for mothers and for babies, within two days of delivery, is a WHO recommendation that has been identified as a
priority indicator for the Global Strategy for Women'’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ Health (2016-2030) and other related global
monitoring frameworks like Every Newborn Action Plan and Ending Preventable Maternal Mortality.
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Table TM.8.2 (continued): Post-natal health checks for newborns

Percentage of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last two years whose last live birth received health checks while in facility or at home following birth, percent
distribution whose last live birth received post-natal care (PNC) visits from any health provider after birth, by timing of visit, and percentage who received post natal health
checks, Lao PDR, 2017

PNC visit for newborns® Number
of last
Health check No Post-natal live
following After the post- health births in
birth while in 1day 2 days 3-6 days first week  natal check for the last
facility or at Same following  following  following following care the two
home® day birth birth birth birth visit  Missing Total  newborn"® years
Mother’s education
None or ECE 20.3 1.0 1.3 0.1 0.6 1.4 95.4 0.3 100.0 20.9 781
Primary 38.9 2.1 2.5 1.6 14 2.6 88.9 0.9 100.0 40.3 1,598
Lower secondary 53.6 3.0 1.8 13 1.6 4.6 87.3 0.4 100.0 54.5 958
Upper secondary 67.9 2.0 3.5 2.8 1.9 6.1 83.3 0.5 100.0 69.4 386
Post secondary / Non tertiary 67.5 0.0 1.7 0.9 3.7 9.6 84.1 0.0 100.0 67.8 127
Higher 79.2 2.3 7.3 19 2.2 8.8 76.5 1.0 100.0 81.0 381
Mother's age at birth®
Less than 20 37.1 1.8 2.5 1.6 0.5 2.5 90.0 1.1 100.0 38.5 701
20-34 48.2 2.1 2.7 1.4 1.5 4.1 87.5 0.6  100.0 493 3,152
35-49 43.2 2.0 1.8 0.5 2.7 4.9 87.8 0.3  100.0 44.2 378
Place of delivery
Home 4.2 0.8 1.3 0.6 0.7 1.1 95.3 0.2  100.0 6.1 1,459
Health facility 68.4 2.5 33 1.8 1.9 5.4 84.2 0.9 100.0 69.0 2,730
Public 67.7 2.5 34 1.8 1.7 53 84.5 0.9 100.0 68.4 2,660
Private 92.2 3.7 0.0 0.8 10.7 11.0 73.2 0.6 100.0 92.2 70
Other/DK/Missing (37.4) (13.3) (4.6) (4.6) (0.0) (2.3)  (75.2)  (0.0) 100.0 (40.2) 43
Ethno-linguistic group
of household head
Lao-Tai 60.0 2.5 33 2.0 2.0 53 83.9 1.0 100.0 61.1 2,365
Mon-Khmer 27.9 1.3 1.6 0.5 0.7 2.9 92.6 0.3 100.0 28.8 1,087
Hmong-Mien 28.3 1.2 1.9 0.4 0.8 1.1 94.7 0.0 100.0 29.0 608
Chinese-Tibetan 23.1 2.5 2.5 0.0 0.0 1.5 93.5 0.0 100.0 26.1 126
Other, DK, Missing (46.9) (6.9) (0.0) (5.6) (2.3) (0.0)  (85.1) (0.0)  100.0 (52.0) 45
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 18.6 1.2 1.0 0.5 0.5 1.4 95.3 0.1  100.0 19.2 1,081
Second 30.7 1.4 2.4 0.0 0.6 2.1 93.0 0.4  100.0 31.9 904
Middle 52.4 2.8 3.2 1.1 1.2 4.0 87.2 0.4  100.0 53.6 789
Fourth 65.9 2.5 2.6 3.1 2.4 6.1 81.8 1.5 100.0 67.3 731
Richest 78.7 2.8 4.6 2.9 3.4 7.7 77.7 0.9 100.0 80.0 725

' MICS indicator TM.13 - Post-natal health check for the newborn
*Health checks by any health provider following facility births (before discharge from facility) or following home births (before departure of provider from home).

® post-natal care visits (PNC) refer to a separate visit by any health provider to check on the health of the newborn and provide preventive care services. PNC visits do not
include health checks following birth while in facility or at home (see note * above).

€Post-natal health checks include any health check performed while in the health facility or at home following birth (see note A above), as well as PNC visits (see note 8
above) within two days of delivery.

() Figures that are based on 25 — 49 unweighted cases
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Thermal care and cord care are essential elements of newborn care which contributes to keeping the baby stable and
preventing hypothermia. Appropriate cord care is important for preventing life-threatening infections for both mother
and baby.15 Table TM.8.4 presents the percentage of last-born children in the last 2 years who were dried after birth,
percentage who were given skin to skin contact and percent distribution of timing of first bath.

Table TM.8.4: Thermal care for newborns

Percentage of last-born children in the last 2 years who were dried after birth, percentage who were given skin to skin contact and percent distribution of timing of
first bath, Lao PDR, 2017
Percentage of children who were: Timing of first bath Number of
last-born
Given skin-to-skin Less than 6 More than children in
Dried (wiped) contact with hours after ~ 6-23 hours 24 hours DK/Don't the last
after birth" mother’ birth after birth after birth®  remember  Total  two years
Total 86.1 16.8 51.3 6.7 41.3 0.8 100.0 4,231
Sex of newborn
Male 86.4 17.9 50.8 6.8 42.1 0.3 100.0 2,223
Female 85.9 15.6 51.8 6.6 40.3 1.3 100.0 2,008
Area
Urban 88.2 25.9 36.6 10.9 51.3 13 100.0 1,149
Rural 85.4 13.4 56.7 5.1 37.5 0.6 100.0 3,082
Rural with road 86.0 14.1 56.4 5.4 37.5 0.7 100.0 2,556
Rural without road 82.3 10.2 58.4 3.9 37.7 0.0 100.0 526
Region
North 83.7 15.7 51.9 6.3 41.7 0.0 100.0 1,375
Central 87.2 19.8 48.2 7.4 433 1.1 100.0 1,963
South 87.6 12.1 57.0 5.6 36.1 1.3 100.0 894
Province
Vientiane Capital 85.0 37.8 17.8 14.2 64.9 3.1 100.0 418
Phongsaly 64.4 5.4 63.2 6.9 29.9 0.0 100.0 127
Luangnamtha 89.7 18.4 50.7 16.3 329 0.0 100.0 112
Oudomxay 70.0 3.6 61.7 10.1 28.2 0.0 100.0 267
Bokeo 94.7 26.9 83.0 3.1 13.9 0.0 100.0 141
Luangprabang 90.8 16.8 23.0 3.5 73.5 0.0 100.0 314
Huaphanh 93.3 6.7 38.7 7.5 53.8 0.0 100.0 202
Xayabury 82.5 35.3 68.0 1.0 31.0 0.0 100.0 211
Xiengkhuang 92.7 32,5 37.3 2.8 59.9 0.0 100.0 219
Vientiane 88.7 12.2 63.3 8.1 27.9 0.7 100.0 302
Borikhamxay 97.0 8.5 38.2 12.2 48.7 0.9 100.0 196
Khammuane 88.8 14.6 52.8 3.3 43.2 0.8 100.0 243
Savannakhet 82.7 12.3 66.0 2.7 30.7 0.6 100.0 503
Saravane 86.9 12.7 73.5 1.6 24.6 0.3 100.0 326
Sekong 94.7 6.7 44.9 14 53.7 0.0 100.0 92
Champasack 85.8 13.7 48.4 9.2 40.0 2.4 100.0 383
Attapeu 90.4 8.6 46.4 8.8 433 1.5 100.0 94
Xaysomboune 77.0 9.3 74.2 13.2 12.3 0.3 100.0 82
(Continued...)

> wHo (2013). WHO recommendations on Postnatal care of the mother and newborn. October 2013. Geneva.
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Table TM.8.4 (continued): Thermal care for newborns

Percentage of last-born children in the last 2 years who were dried after birth, percentage who were given skin to skin contact and percent distribution of timing of
first bath, Lao PDR, 2017
Percentage of children who were: Timing of first bath
Less than 6-23 Number of last-
Given skin-to-skin 6 hours hours  More than born children in
Dried (wiped) contact with after after 24 hours DK/Don't the last two
after birth® mother? birth birth after birth®  remember Total years
Mother’s education
None or ECE 79.9 7.2 64.5 3.1 32.0 0.4 100.0 781
Primary 87.2 129 57.9 5.9 35.8 0.4 100.0 1,598
Lower secondary 87.1 20.0 45.5 7.1 46.0 1.4 100.0 958
Upper secondary 88.3 28.5 39.2 9.5 49.9 1.4 100.0 386
Post secondary / Non tertiary 88.8 22.6 29.3 18.5 51.6 0.6 100.0 127
Higher 89.1 311 30.6 9.5 59.0 0.9 100.0 381
Mother's age at birth
Less than 20 86.0 14.6 55.2 5.5 384 0.9 100.0 701
20-34 86.8 18.0 499 6.9 42.4 0.8 100.0 3,152
35-49 81.3 11.4 55.2 7.0 37.2 0.7 100.0 378
Place of delivery
Home 79.3 0.7 72.7 2.5 24.8 0.0 100.0 1,459
Health facility 89.9 25.7 39.5 9.0 50.4 1.1 100.0 2,730
Public 89.9 26.0 39.5 89 50.6 1.0 100.0 2,660
Private 89.6 12.7 39.2 14.0 42.8 4.0 100.0 70
Other/DK/Missing (79.5) (1.7) (72.0)  (0.0) (19.4) (8.6) 100.0 43
Ethno-linguistic group of household head
Lao-Tai 88.2 22.4 44.4 8.0 46.4 1.2 100.0 2,365
Mon-Khmer 84.5 8.7 60.7 49 34.3 0.2 100.0 1,087
Hmong-Mien 84.5 11.8 57.8 4.7 374 0.2 100.0 608
Chinese-Tibetan 68.2 8.5 65.5 7.5 27.0 0.0 100.0 126
Other, DK, Missing (88.5) (8.3) (54.9) (4.8 (33.8) (6.5  100.0 45
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 79.2 6.2 65.4 2.8 31.7 0.1 100.0 1,081
Second 87.9 9.5 60.0 5.6 34.3 0.1 100.0 904
Middle 88.6 16.4 49.8 7.8 41.2 1.3 100.0 789
Fourth 89.4 28.7 41.6 8.4 49.3 0.6 100.0 731
Richest 88.3 30.2 30.5 10.9 56.3 2.3 100.0 725
 MICS indicator TM.14 - Newborns dried
2 MICS indicator TM.15 - Skin-to-skin care
? MICS indicator TM.16 - Delayed bathing
() Figures that are based on 25 — 49 unweighted cases
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